
Incorrigibly obsessive about hydrangeas, Barry Roberts, 

Advanced Master Gardener, Past President of the Master 

Gardeners Association of BC, former governor of VanDusen 

Botanical Gardens, former UBC Friend of the Garden, 

former council member of Darts Hill Garden Park, current 

member of the South Surrey Garden Club and Hardy Plant 

Group. 

A member of the RHS, UK, for over 30 years. 

 
There is more to hydrangeas than the showy mopheads! Barry will take you through the 
extensive family of hydrangeas, the notable species and those ‘must-have’ cultivars. Cultivation, 

pruning and propagation techniques will be explained and handouts will be provided. Barry’s 1.5-
acre garden is located in South Surrey where he is growing his collection of over 100 

hydrangeas. Visit his website: www.heritagehydrangeas.com 
 

Testimonials 

 
The Abbotsford Garden Club was very pleased to have Barry Roberts of Heritage Hydrangeas come and speak to us on February 25, 

2014.The topic of hydrangeas was covered very thoroughly.  He included everything from species and cultivars available, to cultural 

requirements, pruning and propagating.  The photographs of the blooms were very good and very helpful.  His obvious knowledge and 

love of the topic, as well as a good sense of humour made for a very informative and enjoyable presentation. 

 Nancy Moore – Abbotsford Garden Club 

 

Barry Roberts came out to the Mission Garden Club on October 10th, 2013 to speak to us about hydrangeas.  This is a man who loves 

his flowers with passion.  His PowerPoint presentation was excellent, spiced up with Barry's great sense of humor.  He referred to his 

website and a review of this website (http://www.heritagehydrangeas.com) will show a very thorough presentation of his topic.  We all 

learned about the different varieties and their habits, as well as how to prune and propagate our own plants.  This was a very enjoyable 

presentation and I would certainly recommend Barry as a very good speaker to all other garden clubs.   

Linda Lang - Mission Garden Club 

 

Who would think that anyone could speak for an hour about Hydrangeas and make it interesting? Barry showed how to do just that at 

a meeting of the Dunbar Garden Club on March 26
th

, 2013. His well-balanced presentation covered the different species and several 

cultivars of Hydrangeas, using excellent photographs and creative use of PowerPoint. His discussion of cultural aspects showed that 

these plants are not difficult to grow. 

Before answering questions from a very enthusiastic audience, Barry gave a table-top demonstration of preparing a cutting for 

propagation. 

Ken McDonald, Dunbar Garden Club 

 

On March 8
th

, 2013, it was the Quadra Island Garden Club's pleasure to have Barry Roberts speak on his newest plant love affair with 

Hydrangeas. It was a truly entertaining and informative evening. Barry started off with an overview of the genus and the various 

species using an excellent PowerPoint presentation for illustrating his examples. He then selected several of his favourite hydrangeas 

for an "up close and personal" photographic look at the leaves, flowers and branches. He spoke very knowledgeably about each of 

these treasures and by the time he was finished we certainly were searching our minds as to where we could add a hydrangea or two to 

our flower beds. He talked about pests and diseases and encouraged us to use his website www.heritagehydrangeas.com for future 

references. Barry then demonstrated how to deadhead hydrangeas in the spring and discussed the "dos and don'ts" of pruning. Barry 

also brought some of his own plants to show us how to propagate them using inexpensive tools (secateurs, a little dirt and pop bottle 

covers). He made it look so simple that he inspired us to want to try it for ourselves. Barry's enthusiasm for gardening and plants, his 

easy to understand presentation and his wealth of background knowledge made the evening very enjoyable.  

Joan Varley, President, Quadra Island Garden Club  

 

Thank you so very much, Barry, for your presentation on Hydrangeas (October 3
rd

, 2012).  It was great and I received lots of positive 

feedback from our members.  Thanks also for all the handouts, they are great.  Thanks also for bringing so many plants to show and to 

http://www.heritagehydrangeas.com/
http://www.heritagehydrangeas.com/


sell and for your generous donation to our door prizes.  I am sure we will be putting together a tour of your Hydrangea display garden 

next summer to see your extensive collection. 

 Brenda Cole, West Vancouver Garden Club 

 

Barry’s presentation on hydrangeas (February 22
nd

, 2012) was very informative and covered all aspects of the subject.  His timing was 

perfect and we had plenty of time at the end for questions.  PowerPoint was used very well to show details of the different species and 

many of the hydrangea cultivars. The presentation was well received by our members. 

Gary Lake, President Richmond Garden Club 

 

We were delighted with Barry's presentation on Hydrangeas at our meeting on October 27
th
, 2011. His overview of this extensive 

genus was just at the ideal level for our members. The photographs were excellent, as were his notes on cultivation, pruning, 

propagation and pests and diseases. The demonstration on taking cuttings was particularly appreciated by our members. 

Lorraine Mouldey, Deep Cove Garden Club  

 

Barry did a talk on hydrangeas at the South Burnaby Garden Club meeting on August 2
nd

, 2011. He narrated a slide show with many 

varieties of hydrangeas, some we had never seen before. He did a great job explaining the various varieties and why one would be 

preferable over another and was very responsive to questions from the audience. We very much appreciated his sharing of his 

knowledge and experience. We are happy to recommend Barry as a speaker for other club events.  

Lucette Wesley, Speaker Convener, South Burnaby Garden Club  

 

It was our pleasure to feature Barry as one of our speakers in our ongoing Lecture Series.  In June of 2011, Barry spoke about 

Hydrangeas, one of his areas of expertise.   

Even before the lecture, I was impressed with his attention to detail; Barry and I communicated regularly so that he knew exactly what 

varieties of hydrangeas we carried, what kind of audience could be expected to attend, and tailored his presentation accordingly. 

As for the lecture itself, I have to say that among the dozens of speakers that we have had so far, Barry was one of the very best 

speakers we have ever had the privilege of hosting.  He offered a visually stunning slide show and an excellent information handout.  

In addition, Barry very clearly demystified the sometimes confusing area of how to prune hydrangeas. Clear, concise, and infectious 

enthusiasm—audience and staff alike came away satisfied! 

Jean Kuwabara, Coordinator Lecture Series & Special Events, West Coast Gardens, Surrey, B.C. 

 

 


