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QUALICUM BEACH GARDEN CLUB
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Next Meeting: Tuesday, July 8, 2014  
Qualicum Beach Civic Centre

7:00 pm Come early to mingle, munch and have a look around

7:30 pm Dave Frinton will host a quick discussion about creating custom garden 
tours – North American or international. 

7:30 pm Q and A Session with a Panel of Gardening Experts: 
Kim Hammond 
Kathy Claxton 
Angela Einarson 
Candice Coghill 

Bring your gardening questions. Please seal insect or plant specimens in a ziplock bag.

Coming Soon:
September: Carmen Varcoe 

Fall and Winter Colour in the Garden

October: Grahame Ware (Owl and Stump) 
Specialty Bulbs

November: Terry Taylor 
Topic TBA

Notable Events/News
Town Welcomes Mark Cullen for an “Evening of Gardening”

In partnership with Home Hardware, the Town of Qualicum Beach will welcome celebrity 
gardener Mark Cullen for “An Evening of Gardening Talk”. The event is part of the Home 
Hardware Outstanding Achievement Award received from the National Communities in 
Bloom Award Ceremony last fall.

The Town’s Arborist and Parks Department Foreman, Toni Botehlo, who is organizing 
Mr. Cullen’s visit, commented: “We are very honoured to have Mr. Cullen share his 
knowledge with our garden-loving community.”

As part of winning the Home Hardware Outstanding Achievement award at last fall’s 
National Communities in Bloom award ceremony, Mr. Cullen agreed to attend a 
community event of the Town’s choice. “With so many gardening enthusiasts and clubs 
in our community, it was felt that an opportunity for him to share his expertise with the 
public would be very welcomed,” commented Botelho.
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The event will take place at 7pm, July 24, 2014 at the Qualicum Beach Civic Centre, 
747 Jones Street. The $5.00 tickets to attend will go on sale June 20, 2014 and can be 
purchased at the Town Hall or the Qualicum Beach Civic Centre at 747 Jones Street. The 
Town confirmed that funds collected from ticket sales will go towards supporting a future 
Communities in Bloom initiative or project.

If you have any questions, please contact Heather Svensen at  
hsvensen@qualicumbeach.com or at 250-752-6921

Gord Baird has kindly allowed us the slides  
from his talk at the June meeting

https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/62860998/PDF%27s%20to%20share/Rain%20Water%20%20notes.pdf

Given that there are 43 pages (including many colour photos), these notes will not be 
included in the package delivered to our non-email members. Get together with a friend 
or use a computer at the public library to view the slides?

Have You Picked Up Your New Name Tag?
The following people have name tags that have not been

picked up yet:

Karen B, Gale D, Jo G, Sue M, Shiralee M, Kelvin R, Allan R, Vicki R and Jane T

Please pick them up at the July meeting if you are in attendance.

Thanks from Ken Taylor

Notes re Qualicum Beach Garden Tour
A big thank you to Diana E, Craig Y, Shiralee M, Brian D, and Audrey B for opening their 
gardens to us. And a special thank you to Audrey for organizing the tour.

The garden tour signs can be brought back at the next meeting attended.

Classifieds:
Members may submit classifieds to the newsletter editor by the 26th of each month 
for entry into the upcoming newsletter. Ads run for one newsletter issue only, unless 
resubmitted.

Last month I placed 3 ads for myself. I had lots of response. Someone even called me 
about scrap concrete. Lost one phone number! Sorry Diane! Our community of members 
seem open to helping each other. Why not take advantage of that?

Home Grown Gardens. Andrew Pennells, B.A., CHT. Ecologically sustainable design and 
implementation. Expert pruning. Veggie gardening. 250-937-0626. Ajmp7@shaw.ca.
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Nuance Garden Design & Care offers a complete range of professional landscape 
services: design, installation, maintenance, consultation, ornamental & edible.

Brandy Miceli, Certified Horticulture Technician.

250-947-9644. nuancegarden@gmail.com.

Nuancegarden.blogspot.ca.

For sale: Strong 5-gallon drywall mud/taping compound buckets. Metal handle.  
$4 each. Not cleaned. These buckets are perfect for gathering plant debris, making 
compost tea, using as a “love bucket” for watering neglected plants in pots, for 
topdressing in tight quarters, etc. Or drill one 1/16 inch hole in the bottom and fill  
with water to slowly irrigate new trees or other plantings (home-made gator bag!). 
Check out self-watering containers (and other uses) at  
http://extension.umd.edu/growit/food-gardening-101/self-wateringcontainers-
converting-5-gallon-bucket-mini-garden. You will literally find hundreds of uses for 
5-gallon pails on the internet. Email judystoutenburg@shaw.ca with a subject of 
“buckets” if interested. I have an ongoing supply.
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Articles

Hugelkultur ~ Judy Stoutenburg 
When Gord Baird showed a slide of a hugelkultur bed (at our June meeting), I was very 
excited! I’ve got a hugelkultur bed in progress. Hugelkultur? Yup. Hugelkultur.

According to MidwestPermaculture.com, “Hugelkultur is an old German concept/word 
meaning “hill-culture”. Wood is buried under topsoil (either in a hole or right on the 
ground) and as it breaks down, it holds lots of moisture and provides sustained nutrients 
for plant growth.”

I started off with a list of problems:

- WAY TOO MANY dead branches from a neglected “hedge”.

- A new sewer line coming to my neighbourhood and through my yard.

- A neglected “lawn” that is actually a mess of weedy cranesbills, buttercup, a bit of 
sheep sorrel, and weedy grasses.

- I wanted a veggie bed right where the soon-to-be-ex-septic-field lies. Yucky, right? 
And it’s full of sand and gravel – what our soils are like anyway, but not the best 
growing medium.

I somehow stumbled onto an internet site about hugelkultur. (NO idea how I got there!) 
Suddenly all my problems shifted to an opportunity: a hugelkultur bed.

Solution/hugelkultur bed:

- It makes use of loads of the larger wood waste from my neglected yard.

- It is a solution to the issue of where to put the top skim of soil from my “lawn”. I 
can pile the stripped lawn on the wood to create the hugelkultur mound. Then I can 
solarize it. Even if the bank of 999 billion weed seeds is not vanquished, at least the 
problem is contained to one area.

- It puts decomposing wood and a depth of soil between my future veggies and my 
past septic field.

- It builds my soil and helps it hang onto water and nutrients – a huge benefit in our 
dry summers.

- The raised bed will let me plant earlier in the spring – just like any raised bed.

I do have concerns about carpenter ants. However, given that carpenter ants came with 
the house and given that there is wood/forest all around us, a hugelkultur bed is a risk 
worth taking.

I think there are ways to make this concept work even in the smallest residential 
gardens – anywhere where your garden can take a bit of height. Many of the hugelkultur 
websites show a relatively narrow berm as the mound, or a row of berms (like in Gord 
Baird’s photo). My hugelkulture bed is an oval. I can’t wait to experience the lovely soil!

For more information on hugelkultur, check out the links below:

http://www.richsoil.com/hugelkultur/

http://permaculturenews.org/2010/08/03/the-art-and-science-ofmaking-a-hugelkultur-
bed-transforming-woody-debris-into-a-gardenresource/

http://www.permaculture.co.uk/articles/many-benefits-hugelkultur

… I will have more dead branches coming if you need some… 



Qualicum Beach Garden Club Newsletter July 2014 ❦ 5

July To-Do List:
- As the dry season settles in, it becomes more important to provide fresh water for 

birds and insects. Remember that butterflies and some beneficial insects like a source 
of mud a well.

- If you have an irrigation system, have a look at what it’s doing.

- Run it through a cycle and watch for areas that should be irrigated but are dry. I’m 
seeing lots of plants that aren’t getting the irrigation they need to look their best/be 
healthy.

- I’m also seeing “pampered” plants – plants that are getting a LOT of water. This can 
lead to lush growth that is not as tough and disease-resistant as we would like it to 
be. In this case, I would recommend irrigating less frequently. Don’t make a drastic 
change or you’ll stress the lush growth.

- If your soil has any organic matter at all, irrigate less often, but for a few minutes 
longer in each irrigation cycle – to give your plants the good, deep watering they 
need to resist drought. I’m finding big weeds that are exceptionally easy to pull – 
because they are lush and shallowly-rooted. This doesn’t bode well for the landscape 
plants in those beds, as they may be shallowly-rooted as well.

Your irrigation cycle needn’t be rigid. Watch your plants and let the health of the plants 
be your guide as to when to irrigate.

- Don’t forget that your trees need deep, infrequent watering at and beyond the drip 
line/canopy. The emitters or sprays that were set up when the tree was planted may 
no longer be sufficient for the tree’s needs. Again, monitor and let the health of the 
tree be your guide.

- It’s a good time to remove dead branches from your trees and shrubs. It’s also a 
good time to check for water sprouts and suckers, and control appropriately. Water 
sprouts are a sign that you – or Mother Nature – pruned too hard last season. Be 
aware that removing “too many” water sprouts will only result in more water sprouts 
reaching for the sky.

- With shrubs, perennials, annuals, and weeds getting into full swing some gardens 
may be becoming a bit cramped. Don’t let weeds compete for light, water or air 
circulation.

- http://www.bcliving.ca/garden/what-to-do-in-the-garden-july
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Regular Membership Matters and Contacts

Loonie – Toonie – Fiver Sale
(Erica Monderman and Lori Pross)

If you have plants to spare please bring them to the meeting. When digging up plants, 
place them in appropriate, manageable containers. Please label them.

Garden-related items are also accepted. Put on a price you think is fair – loonie, toonie, 
or fiver – and place it beside the Plant Sales Table.

Get a free Lucky Raffle Ticket for your donations to the sale.

REMEMBER that unsold plants and garden items must be taken home with you.

Refreshments (Bridget Rowledge, Allison Foot) 
**Please remember to bring your own mug. 

Thank you to this month’s goodies volunteers:

Erica M, Diana E, Bridget R, Shiralee M

And thank you to Allison and Bridget for managing the table this month.

If you are willing to serve or bake at a future meeting, please contact Bridget at  
752-0949 or Allison at 738-0478. Be sure to leave your telephone number when you 
volunteer, so that a reminder call can be made shortly before the meeting date.

Sunshine Lady (Teresa Klemm) 

Please contact Teresa at teresa@kgcfirerescue.com if you know of a Club member who  
is ill or is in need of sympathy or encouragement.

Membership (Sheila Brochu) 
Guests are welcome to attend one meeting, but are expected to join when coming to 
a second meeting – a matter of insurance and of contributing toward hiring space, 
speakers, etc.

Please notify Sheila of changes to your contact information: address, phone or email. 
You can contact her via email at sheilajoanb@gmail.com or by phone at 594-4920.

Show What You Grow: (Linda Fullalove)

Share something with the club and get a free Lucky Raffle Ticket for your effort.  
Bring your item to Linda before the meeting starts.

The Library: (Carol Bal is the new coordinator, assisted by: Elaine Cathcart,  
Barry Thomas, Birgitta Mick and Duane Quily.)

Browse the lending library table when you come to monthly meetings. It’s a great 
benefit of being a Club member. Please feel free to recommend books that you consider 
a valuable addition to the Club library.

Tours: (Audrey Brown)

Audrey Brown has agreed to take on “Tours” with the guidance of Sandy Glazier. They 
are hard at work organizing a local garden tour for us.
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Newsletter: (Judy Stoutenburg)

Want to get a free ticket in our prize draw? Are you a great writer? Consider writing 
an article about your favourite plant or a special gardening technique. A terrific 
photographer? Submit a photo.

Contact Judy at judystoutenburg@shaw.ca or 250-752-5706. Because mail delivery 
takes 5 business days via Canada Post now, the cut off date for submissions is the  
25th of the month.

Sue Jones has taken on “News Flashes”, but let’s get all the news we can into the 
newsletter, please and thank you.

Events and News for Other Clubs

Mid-Island Floral Art Club: St. Stephens Church Hall, 150 Village Way, Qualicum 
Beach. Next meeting: “Forest Finds’”. Bring found objects to create a floral design. 
Thursday July 10 at 1:45 p.m. Guests $6.00. Info 250-937-1350. Website: mifac.org.

Milner Gardens: Now open daily through Labour Day. Garden entry from 10:00 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Garden admission is $11.00 for adults and $6.50 for students until 
September 1st. Children 12 and under accompanied by an adult, and Milner Gardens 
Members receive free admission. Website: www.milnergardens.org.

Email: milnergardens@shaw.ca.

Address: 2179 West Island Highway, Qualicum Beach, BC V9K 1G1

******************************************

Meet, mingle, and be inspired by local artists at work. Artists will be painting, sketching, 
carving, and photographing the beauty of this Artist’s Garden. Live music and silent art 
auction. August 9th & 10th. For more information please visit viu.ca/milnergardens or 
phone 250-752-6153

******************************************

Milner Gardens Fall Plant Sale
September 27 and 28, 2014 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Come early for best selection! Great discounts on heritage trees, shrubs, and perennials 
propagated on site. Master Gardeners will be on hand to offer advice. Tea, soup and 
scones will be available in the Tearoom. Garden admission is $5.25 for adults and $3.15 
for students. Free entry to Milner Gardens members, and to children 12 and under 
accompanied by an adult.

Milner Gardens members only early access from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. Friday Sep 26th. 
Membership card required for entry to the early access sale.

******************************************

Alpine Gardeners of Central Vancouver Island: On Monday July 28th (1:00 
p.m. to 3:00 p.m.) Cliff Booker will speak. Qualicum Beach Civic Centre. Admission is 
$5.00 at the door.
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QUALICUM BEACH GARDEN CLUB

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING, JUNE 10TH, 2014
Gail called the meeting to order at 7.30 pm. The minutes were approved as distributed 
and the financial report was accepted.

Terry S was the first one to answer the question from the newsletter : rock dust is a 
by product of the gravel industry. She won one of the two plants that Milner Gardens 
donated. Gail thanked Audrey and the hosts for organizing the open gardens tour. 
The mugs will be handed out later. We need volunteers four our table (shared with 
Eaglecrest) at Milner’s celebration of National Garden Day, Friday June 13th.

Evelin introduced the speaker, Gord Baird of Eco Sense: Responsible Water  
Alternatives. Gord gave a very energetic presentation, he promised to send the notes 
and they will be attached to the newsletter. There is also a lot of information at  
http://ecosenseliving.wordpress.com/

There were nine entries for Show What You Grow:

Pak choi, no name;

Diana E: Japanese snowbell (Styrax japonicas);

Rose C: Iris and ferns

Angela E: Plantain (Plantago major “Rosularis”)

Linda F: Clematis Group B: Nellie Moser, The President, Blue Light (second bloom) and 
Daniel Deronda.

Jean S: Rose (Playboy?)

Jean S: Pyracantha (white) and Lysmachia (yellow)

Sally H: collection of fragrant roses

Louise K: Calla lily.

Shiralee did the door prizes and the ticket draws.

It was 9.10 when the meeting was adjourned and there were 72 people attending.

Maria van den Berg, secretary


