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QUALICUM BEACH GARDEN CLUB
www.qualicumbeachgardenclub.wordpress.com

MAY, 2014 VOLUME 18:05

Next Meeting: Tuesday, May 13, 2014  
Qualicum Beach Civic Centre

7:00 pm  Come early to mingle, munch and have a look around

7:30 pm  Speaker: Cass Turnbull 

Topic: Plant Amnesty

 Cass Turnbull is an entertaining and informative speaker on proper pruning 
techniques and landscape renovation. She is an author, a teacher, an ISA-
certified arborist, a certified landscaper, a veteran Master Gardener, and the 
Founder and President of PlantAmnesty.

 PlantAmnesty’s goal is to “end the senseless torture and mutilation of trees 
and shrubs.” The organization strives to educate the commercial and public 
sectors on responsible, appropriate pruning and landscape management 
practices.

 Bring a friend to enjoy this engaging speaker. There will be a $5 charge 
(members and guests) to offset the expense of bringing Cass to speak to us.

Upcoming Speakers:
Gord Baird of Eco-Sense Farmgate and Nursery in Victoria will be speaking on rainwater 
harvesting and collection systems. June 10.

Notable Events/News
Name Tags!

Permanent club name tags are available for all members at a cost of $5.00. The tags are 
plastic and are held in place by a magnet.

This is Ken Taylor’s new name tag:

Sign up to get yours at the next meeting. It will help us all get to know each other!
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2014 Special Interest Groups
If you missed the sign-up and are interested in attending any of the following groups 
please contact the leaders listed below.

Seed Saving/Propagation -  
Brandi Miceli and Maria Van den Berg

Native Plants - Jo Graham

Organic Fertilizer - Frances Cej

Pruning - Gail Grant and Kathy Claxton

Roses - Lorraine Wilson

Shade Gardens - Toine Rhemtulla 

Vegetables - Shiralee Mulder

West Coast Basics - Wendy Smith

Winter Vegetables - Diane Sharp and  
Leigh Winter

Mushrooms (September sign-up)

Thank you to all the group leaders who have volunteered their time, expertise and 
passion.

All About the Garden Sale — QBGC
We need donations of plants and garden related items for our sale. The sale will depend 
on this!!

Ideally these should be dropped off on Thursday May 8 so they can be priced, sorted 
and set up by our volunteers on Friday.

Items should be brought to 701 Larch Drive, Qualicum Beach and placed at the side 
of the garage or through the garden gate to the back of the garage on Thursday. Those 
unable to bring them on Thursday can bring them earlier or make arrangements to have 
them collected, also if you need pots or labels, call Louise at 250-752-8849

Saleable Items needed:

Plants! – veggies, herbs, annuals, perennials, shrubs, small trees, grasses, alpines, 
hanging baskets/tubs, succulents. (Lay newspaper in the bottom of pot to keep clean for 
transportation?)

Label each with plant name and if possible, colour of bloom, light and water 
requirements, drainage, etc.

**NO INVASIVE species please. (Refer to Brandy Miceli’s list from the last newsletter.) 
Clean pots will help save time too!

Attractive pots and containers

Garden ornaments and decorations

Garden books

Garden tools

Garden stakes, supports and trellises

Paving stones

Buckets

Watering cans

Carts and wheelbarrows

Miscellaneous garden-related items – 
good chance to clean out the garden shed!!

Plastic flats, flat boxes, and plastic 
bags for transportation of sold items.

Thank you all for your participation in making this Club event a success.
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New Library Book!
The Holistic Orchard

Tree Fruits and Berries the Biological Way by Michael Phillips

It is a stimulating account of fruit production from a biological rather than a chemical 
perspective.

Classifieds:
Members may submit classifieds to the newsletter editor by the 26th of each month 
for entry into the upcoming newsletter. Ads run for one newsletter issue only, unless 
resubmitted.

Home Grown Gardens. Andrew Pennells, B.A., CHT. Ecologically sustainable design and 
implementation. Expert pruning. Veggie gardening. 250-937-0626. Ajmp7@shaw.ca.

Nuance Garden Design & Care offers a complete range of professional landscape 
services: design, installation, maintenance, consultation, ornamental & edible.

Brandy Miceli, Certified Horticulture Technician.

250-947-9644. nuancegarden@gmail.com.

Nuancegarden.blogspot.ca.

KATHY’S 3RD ANNUAL PLANT SALE!

Heirloom Tomatoes, Cucumbers, and other veggies. Assorted perennials and Geraniums. 
Small Garage Sale too.

Friday May 16 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Saturday May 17 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

1596 Marine Circle (Columbia Beach).

My elderly mother has a lovely little garden in Qualicum Beach and would like some 
help with garden cleanup and maintenance. Sandra Storm sandra.storm@shaw.ca

Allsbrook Greenhouses opens on May 1st. Hours are Thursday through Sunday from 
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

OPEN MAY AND JUNE ONLY. Please note that we no longer have a business phone; also 
no machine to do ‘plastic’. Purchases will be by cash or cheque only. We offer a 10% 
discount when you show your membership card. Hope to see you soon.

Kathy and Dale Olson

435 Allsbrook Rd allsbrookgh@gmail.com
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Articles

Composting Ideas — Suzanne’s Web Surfing 
I admit that I’m an information junkie, especially when it comes to YouTube gardening 
videos. So many ideas and projects and so little time!

After a winter respite, I’ve again started my weekly collecting of coffee grounds from 
my local coffee shop. Also, I collected a few bags of dry leaves last fall and will run the 
lawn mower over them soon. Even adding the ‘waste’ pulp that micro-breweries discard 
is helpful in your composting process. Scrounging is a fun and utilitarian way of helping 
your garden and the environment and even meeting new people.

I had no idea that coffee grounds were so beneficial until I saw the following videos.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uA5K5r_VXLs

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IBX3f_VNGKQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jGc0hej5QSw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n9OhxKlrWwc

The above link above is about leaf composting which is both informative and hilarious. 
This is a ‘keeper.’

After watching these and other videos, I realize that encouraging the worms is a natural 
outcome to successful composting that enriches the soil. Enjoy surfing the Net for 
gardening videos that you enjoy.

Watering and Your Gardens (Judy Stoutenburg) 
The one thing most likely to cause an issue -- like death -- in your garden, is water: too 
much of it or too little. If you have an irrigation system, spring is a good time to think 
about what wasn’t working last year. Or what will need a tweak after a bed renovation.

Was there a soggy area in your lawn or garden last year? Perhaps that area is getting 
water from more sprays or emitters than it should. Get rid of the unneeded extra. Is 
there a dry area? Add a spray or emitter to correct that -- or use the area for more 
forgiving plantings.

Remember that your trees may be thirstier than your lawn (or not as thirsty in the case 
of some native trees) -- and they are much more expensive to replace. You may have to 
water evergreens even in the winter -- under the eaves of your home, under the canopy 
of other trees… depending on your plantings, the amount of rainfall, etc.

Most of the water and air absorbing roots are in the top FOOT of soil AT AND 
BEYOND the drip line (the edge of the canopy) of the tree. So when you water a 
tree, you want to deliver water to the top FOOT of soil, at and beyond the dripline of the 
tree. (NOT to the trunk of the tree.)

Is there a “formula” for watering deeply? It’s not the same as watering lawn. I can’t give 
you a formula on how to know when you have watered deeply enough. There are too 
many variables. And this is too important to fool around with.
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So…

- Give your drip line and beyond a soak, measuring the time watered.

- Cut into the soil -- or just dig -- in an easy-to-dig, inconspicuous place. (I like to pick 
a place where I don’t cut an irrigation line.) Do what you need to do to get a look at 
how far water has penetrated into the soil. Look and/or feel. Knowing how long you just 
watered, use that to adjust your irrigation plan for the tree.

E.g. A slow 30 minutes soak resulted in 4 inches of moisture penetration? Try watering 
for 60 more minutes and see if you get a foot of penetration in total. (Sorry but check a 
different test hole.)

Deep, infrequent watering is better than frequent, shallow watering. We all KNOW that, 
but we don’t necessarily DO that. ( I love to give things a “sprinkle” with my hose.) But 
the way to make our water use count -- especially for our trees -- is to water deeply and 
infrequently (and slowly enough that there is no runoff).

**Don’t assume that soil is not dry just because you’ve laid down gallons of water or it 
has rained for a day. Be aware that when soil is very dry, it can become hydrophobic -- a 
state where it repels water. This situation can easily arise on compacted soils, layered 
soils (topdress/mulch not intermingled with soil), under the eaves of your house, or 
under the canopy of evergreen trees. (Fine for the evergreen but not for anything else 
growing under the canopy.)

An example I saw compared healthy soil to newspaper. Newspaper absorbs water 
readily. Hydrophobic soil was compared to WAXED paper -- water just stays on the 
surface and runs off. (http://www.soil.ncsu.edu/publications/Soilfacts/AG-439-25/)

The best way to see what is happening with water is to get into the soil and look. Even 
the greens at Crown Isle got cut into and checked if there were sickly patches. It let us 
really see what was happening when we watered the greens.

May To-Do List:
- Now is a great time to think about more effective composting. Check out Sue’s web 

surfing article.

- It’s finally warming up! Make sure your irrigation is ready for the dry season.

- Not using organic fertilizer? Consider controlled release formulations.

- Less risk of burning.

- Less leaching into groundwater.

- Nutrients available to your plants for a considerably longer period than with 
regular water-soluble fertilizers.

- Look for more chores and ideas for May at: 
http://www.bcliving.ca/garden/may-garden-to-do-list
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Regular Membership Matters and Contacts

Loonie – Toonie – Fiver Sale
(Erica Monderman and Lori Pross)

If you have plants to spare please bring them to the meeting. When digging up plants, 
place them in appropriate, manageable containers. Please label them.

Garden-related items are also accepted. Put on a price you think is fair – loonie, toonie, 
or fiver – and place it beside the Plant Sales Table.

Get a free Lucky Raffle Ticket for your donations to the sale.

REMEMBER that unsold plants and garden items must be taken home with you.

Refreshments (Bridget Rowledge, Allison Foot) 
**Please remember to bring your own mug. 

Thank you to this month’s goodies volunteers:

Helen C, Teresa K, Evelin K, Louise K

And thank you to Allison and Bridget for managing the table this month.

If you are willing to serve or bake at a future meeting, please contact Bridget at  
752-0949 or Allison at 738-0478. Be sure to leave your telephone number when you 
volunteer, so that a reminder call can be made shortly before the meeting date.

Sunshine Lady (Teresa Klemm) 

Please contact Teresa at teresa@kgcfirerescue.com if you know of a Club member who  
is ill or is in need of sympathy or encouragement.

Membership (Sheila Brochu) 
Guests are welcome to attend one meeting, but are expected to join when coming to 
a second meeting – a matter of insurance and of contributing toward hiring space, 
speakers, etc.

Please notify Sheila of changes to your contact information: address, phone or email. 
You can contact her via email at sheilajoanb@gmail.com or by phone at 594-4920.

Show What You Grow: (Linda Fullalove)

Share something with the club and get a free Lucky Raffle Ticket for your effort.  
Bring your item to Linda before the meeting starts.

The Library: (Carol Bal is the new coordinator, assisted by: Elaine Cathcart,  
Barry Thomas, Birgitta Mick and Duane Quily.)

Browse the lending library table when you come to monthly meetings. It’s a great 
benefit of being a Club member. Please feel free to recommend books that you consider 
a valuable addition to the Club library.

Tours: (Audrey Brown)

Audrey Brown has agreed to take on “Tours” with the guidance of Sandy Glazier. They 
are hard at work organizing a local garden tour for us.
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Newsletter: (Judy Stoutenburg)

Are you a great writer? Consider writing an article about your favourite plant or a special 
gardening technique. A terrific photographer? Submit a photo. Entertain and inform your 
fellow club members!

Contact Judy at judystoutenburg@shaw.ca or 250-752-5706.

Events and News for Other Clubs

Arrowsmith Naturalists: Meet the fourth Monday of the month  
September to June, at Knox United Church, 345 Pym Street, Parksville.  
Website: www.arrowsmithnats.org. Email: arrowsmithnat@gmail.com. For more 
informationabout outings, contact Dave Erickson at 250-947-9698 or see their website.

Mid-Island Floral Art Club: The meeting on Thursday, May 8 at 1:45 p.m. will be a 
workshop on Topiaries. St. Stephens Church Hall, 150 Village Way, Qualicum Beach. Info 
250-937-1350. Website: mifac.org.

Nanoose Naturalists: Meetings are held the second Thursday of the month at  
7:00 p.m. at the Nanoose Library Hall on NW Bay Road. Visitors are most welcome.  
For more information, call Joe at 250-468-1728 or see the website at  
www.nanoosenaturalists.org/.

Eaglecrest Garden Club: The club meets on the third Wednesday of each month 
from March to November. Meetings are held at 7:00 pm at the Qualicum Beach Civic 
Centre at 747 Jones Street in Qualicum Beach.

Mount Arrowsmith Rhododendron Society: Meetings are held on the  
second Wednesday of each month from September to November and January to May. 
The meeting location is the Qualicum Beach Civic Centre at 747 Jones Street in  
Qualicum Beach.

Wednesday, May 14 at 7:30 p.m. – “From Rhodos to Rock Gardens” with Dany Fortin 
and Shane Tillapaugh. Public welcome – admission free

Milner Gardens: Now open daily through Labour Day. Garden entry from  
10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Garden admission is $11.00 for adults and $6.50 for students 
until September 1st. Children 12 and under accompanied by an adult, and Milner 
Gardens Members receive free admission. Website: www.milnergardens.org.  
Email: milnergardens@shaw.ca.

Alpine Gardeners of Central Vancouver Island: On Monday May 26th  
(1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.) Kenton Seth will speak on Hunting Wildflowers of the Wild 
West. Qualicum Beach Civic Centre. Admission is $5.00 at the door.
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QUALICUM BEACH GARDEN CLUB

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING, APRIL 8TH, 2014
Darlene called the meeting to order at 7.00 pm. The minutes were approved as 
distributed. The treasurer’s report was accepted.

Ken invited the members to purchase a permanent member tag for $ 5.00. Several 
people signed up for it.

Lori, Louise and Jackie announced the All About the Garden Sale on May 10th at the 
yard of Louise, 701 Larch Drive in Qualicum Beach; pots can be picked up from the back 
yard and plants and all garden related items can be dropped off, preferably the Friday 
before. Lori asked to label plants, to mention if they are for shade or sun, the colour, 
annual or perennial. Boxes and trays are needed for transportation. There was a list of 
non welcome plants added to the April newsletter.

Judy asked for somebody to do the newsflashes and Suzanne Jones volunteered.

Audrey would like to have a few more open gardens for the tour in June.

Donna Kennedy mentioned that the Eaglecrest plant sale is April 26 at Yamberry.

The speaker this evening was Bill McMillan from Victoria: Rhododendrons 101. Bill 
called himself an “enthusiast”. There are 900 species, mostly in Asia and more than 
30,000 registered hybrids. The size goes from a few centimeters till more than twenty 
meters. They grow in temperate to subtropical settings. The family is Ericacaea, genus 
Rhododendron and the three subgenera: deciduous azaleas, rhododendrons and 
evergreen azaleas. They vary in leaf and flower shape and size. There are fragrant ones 
and the honey of R. luteum is poisonous, there are stories about Roman soldiers killed 
by eating this honey. A few are native to BC. They prefer organic rich loam soil that is 
slightly acidic and has excellent drainage. They like a mix of sun and shade, need water 
in the summer and fertilizer after blooming. You only have to apply organic fertilizer 
once a year. Don’t plant them too deep, soak the root ball and spread out the roots. 
Rhodo’s root on the surface like a pancake. Mulch (never till the trunk) with weathered 
cow manure, compost, rotted leaves or with bark chips and a source of nitrogen like alfa 
alfa meal. Prune for air movement and size and shape control, leaf bud pruning gives a 
bushy growth and deadheading after flowering is good for next year’s flowering.

There can be frost damage (flowers turn brown and mushy), sunburn and nutrition 
deficiencies, sometimes caused by too high a pH.

Deer and rabbits love azaleas. Other pests are weevils (pick them of at night, apply 
nematodes in the fall, catch them in orange peel hotels or water with one cup Lysol per 
US gallon); aphids and white flies (neem oil, safer’s soap). There can be damage caused 
by caterpillars, cutworms, loopers, slugs and leaf cutter bees.

Linda presented Show What You Grow:

Jean S: Clematis armandii and cherry tree blossoms in a beautiful vase.

David R: Bonsai of a pink rhododendron in full bloom.

Diana E: An arrangement of pink and white magnolia’s (fragrant) from two trees in her 
garden.

The meeting was adjourned at 9 pm and 83 attendees signed in.

Maria van den Berg, secretary


