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QUALICUM BEACH GARDEN CLUB
www.qualicumbeachgardenclub.wordpress.com

APRIL, 2014 VOLUME 18:04

Next Meeting: Tuesday, April 8, 2014  
Qualicum Beach Civic Centre

7:00 pm  Come early to mingle, munch and have a look around

7:30 pm  Speaker: Bill McMillan 

Topic: Rhododendrons 101

Bio: Bill is a geologist by training but focused on rhododendrons when he retired. 
He volunteered to work in the Rhododendron and Hosta Garden of the 
Horticulture Centre of the Pacific (HCP) in 1999 and shortly afterward took 
over as Curator. He was in charge of the Victoria Rhododendron Society 
Show and Sale for 5 years and was Registrar of the American Rhododendron 
Society convention in Victoria in 2006. He is a past President of the Victoria 
Rhododendron Society and is presently on the Board.

Bill propagates rhodos from cuttings and grows them from seeds. He has given 
presentations on basic rhododendron culture to many garden clubs, Master 
Gardener’s classes and to HCP students. Bill describes himself as an 
enthusiast, rather than an expert.

Upcoming Speakers:
Our May speaker is Cass Turnbull! It’s hard to know where to start in describing her 
background and achievements. Cass is a certified arborist, the author of a guide to 
pruning, and the founder of PlantAmnesty.

PlantAmnesty’s goal is to “end the senseless torture and mutilation of trees and shrubs.”

Bring a friend to enjoy this engaging speaker. There will be a $5 charge (members and 
guests) to offset the expense of bringing Cass to entertain and inform us.

Notable Events/News
Name Tags!

At the Garden Club meeting on April 8th we will propose to offer a new permanent name 
tag for all members. This will be in the form of a plastic tag with the garden club and the 
member’s name. It will be held in place by a magnet.

The tag will be displayed on the screen upon your arrival and the cost will be announced 
at the meeting. A sign up sheet will be made available.

Thank you to Ken T for doing the legwork.
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QBGC’s All About the Garden Sale will be May 10th from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  
Location TBA. Contact people TBA.

Volunteers will be available to assist members who would like help selecting and potting 
up plants for the sale. There will be pots available. Have a look at Brandy M’s PDF on 
invasive and aggressive plants. (Thank you Brandy!) These plants will not be accepted 
for our sale.

Qualicum Beach Garden Club has a FaceBook page.

Like us!
Thank you to Alisa S for getting a page going for us!

Classifieds:
Members may submit classifieds to the newsletter editor by the 26th of each month 
for entry into the upcoming newsletter. Ads run for one newsletter issue only, unless 
resubmitted.

Nuance Garden Design & Care offers a complete range of professional landscape 
services: design, installation, maintenance, consultation, ornamental & edible. Brandy 
Miceli, Certified Horticulture Technician. 250-947-9644. nuancegarden@gmail.com. 
Nuancegarden.blogspot.ca.

I have a few plant pots for the plant sale. Some 4 inchers and a few larger pots. They 
will be in the back of the red Ford truck with the Thule cartop carrier on the cab. (It will 
be the truck with pots in the back. ) They aren’t cleaned but they are sorted. Help 
yourself after the meeting. Judy.
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Articles

Getting a New Tree or Shrub? (Judy Stoutenburg)

Early spring is a great time to plant trees and shrubs. A little planning can go a long way 
toward making sure that your new plantings are healthy and lower maintenance.

IF you need new trees or shrubs, please consider the desired mature size before you 
buy. Also consider needs of your candidate plants – light, water, drainage, etc. We 
call it “right plant, right place”. It will save you time, trouble and money if you choose 
carefully.

If you pick a plant that is too big for the allotted space, you might be tempted to do 
something like this:

(The building has been blurred for privacy reasons.)

This expensive little tree “got in the way” of a neighbouring tree. The hard pruning it got 
is disastrous. Avoid this kind of scenario by planting trees and shrubs that fit the size 
and conditions of the space you need to fill. (Failing to plan leads to “job security” for us 
gardeners and arborists. :-)

Check out the following website for factors to consider when selecting a tree or shrub:

http://extension.umass.edu/landscape/fact-sheets/“rightplant-right-place”-plant-
selection-guide-managedlandscapes — This is not BC-specific, but it gives you the idea 
of considerations.

http://www.ceedcentre.com/right-plants-in-the-rightplace.html — From the lower 
mainland but for me, not quite as good as the last site.

http://www.ext.colostate.edu/mg/gardennotes/512.html — More ideas of what to look 
for when choosing a plant.

Our own QBGC library has a book that might be helpful: Perfect Plant Perfect Plant 
Perfect Place by Ray Lancaster

*****
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Once you have chosen well, plant well. If you look at trees in a forest, you will almost 
always see a flare at the bottom of the trunk. In many of our home landscapes this 
is not the case. Tree trunks in our gardens often look more like a lollipop stick or a 
telephone pole. That’s because the tree has been planted too deeply.

Planting too deeply – even an inch too deep – is a big problem for trees. Among other 
things, it can cause collar rot and hide girdling roots.

NOTE that a tree in a pot or even a ball and burlap tree may already be “buried” – 
planted too deeply in the pot or in the clay ball. Check before you dig the planting hole.

Check out these websites for more information:

https://ohiodnr.com/forestry/urban/features/treeplanting/tabid/5462/Default.aspx - 
Some of the problems associated with planting trees too deeply are listed.

http://county.wsu.edu/bentonfranklin/gardening/general/Fact%20Sheets/Common%20
Planting%20Problems.pdf - Common planting problems, including planting too deeply.

http://www.treesaregood.com/treecare/tree_planting.aspx - A written description of 
how to plant a tree, along with a diagram.

http://www.isaarbor.com/education/onlineResources/cad/resources/educ_CAD_BBTrees_
View.pdf - A diagram from the ISA on planting a ball and burlap tree. They have similar 
diagrams for planting container trees.

http://puyallup.wsu.edu/~linda%20chalkerscott/Horticultural%20Myths_files/Myths/
Amendments.pdf - Addressing the question of whether to amend the soil when planting 
a tree. (Don’t do it – or do it very lightly.) The “bathtub effect”, etc.

Just a note that arboriculture is a difficult science in a sense. Great big trees don’t 
grow in test tubes, AND people don’t usually want to pay someone to diagnose or 
autopsy their dying or dead trees. As a result, it can be difficult to get accurate “data” 
about the hows and whys of tree health. The data is coming, and with it an improved 
understanding of trees.

Many of us started off learning to do things “right” but because of new science, those 
“right” ways have been replaced by new right ways. It’s worth updating our knowledge 
from time to time.
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Suzanne’s Web Surfing: 

We share our gardens with the birds and bees, the frogs, snakes and insects and, 
unfortunately, often with the darling deer. We share our ideas and experiences, 
gardening and otherwise, at our monthly club meetings. We share throughout life -- 
even with those who don’t want to hear our ideas. (Remember when you had teenagers 
under your roof?!)

“Sharing” opens up a whole new world of possibilities and 
adventures, if we but take the first step. It could be sharing 
extra plants, gardening implements, books, or fertilizer.

But the most important and precious gift to others is your 
time — one-to-one. When you have received this gift, do 
you remember how wonderful and appreciative you felt?

Gardening is not done in isolation. Everything is connected. 
We are connected to other people (healthy way to live) and 
we are connected with our gardens. The microbes and worms in the soil work in their 
own ‘universe’ and we benefit. We help to naturally care for the soil that grows food 
and plants for our wellbeing and enjoyment. Sharing our abundance gives joy, whether 
it is a basket of kale or even time sitting in the garden. When you are able to include 
other people in your garden-sharing efforts, there is a synergy of enjoyment, effort and 
reward -- both tangible and intangible.

I wish that I had a ‘garden buddy’ when I moved to my little place at the seniors’ park 
here in Nanoose Bay. We could have shared ideas, specific gardening knowledge, and 
joie de vivre. Going it alone can sometimes be daunting as a beginner gardener. Now, 
this is not a ‘poor me’ expression; rather, it is my vote for a ‘garden buddy programme’ 
that could be tried out within our Club.

Here are a few web sites for your enjoyment this month:

http://www.cnn.com/2011/HEALTH/07/08/why.gardening.good/index.html

http://www.gardenforever.com/pages/arthort.htm

http://www.planetnatural.com/social-gardening/

April To-Do List:
- Remember to let bulb foliage stand until it goes dormant. Deadheading the flowers is 

helpful, but green foliage (photosynthesis!) is what feeds the bulb for next year.

- Topdressing/mulching your beds or tree wells? Keep soil and mulch away from tree 
and shrub trunks to avoid collar rot and other problems.

- Get your tools organized. Repair or replace broken tools. (Or LOST tools.) Sharpen 
dull blades. Oil and clean as needed. Think about tools that might make your 
gardening work easier this season.

- Some people stop feeding birds in the spring and summer. Migratory birds and birds 
feeding young can still use the extra nutrition that feeders provide.

** Remember to clean your feeders regularly.

** When bears are coming out of hibernation, bird feeders can attract them.
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At a recent MARS meeting, speaker Ciscoe Morris’ tip for providing a good alternative to 
spring hummingbird feeders is late winter/spring-blooming flowers like Mahonia/Oregon 
grape and Ribes sanguineum/red-flowering currant. (I like Mahonia x media ‘Charity’, 
but there may be newer and better cultivars. Ciscoe would have been referring to 
Mahonia aquifolium.)

- Look for more chores and ideas for April at:  
http://www.bcliving.ca/garden/april-garden-to-do-list

Regular Membership Matters and Contacts

Loonie – Toonie – Fiver Sale
(Erica Monderman and Lori Pross)

If you have plants to spare please bring them to the meeting. When digging up plants, 
place them in appropriate, manageable containers. Please label them.

Garden-related items are also accepted. Put on a price you think is fair – loonie, toonie, 
or fiver – and place it beside the Plant Sales Table.

Get a free Lucky Raffle Ticket for your donations to the sale.

REMEMBER that unsold plants and garden items must be taken home with you.

Refreshments (Bridget Rowledge, Allison Foot) 
**Please remember to bring your own mug. 

Thank you to this month’s goodies volunteers:

Marlene C, Anna D, Harold & Susan M, Angela E

And thank you to Allison and Bridget for managing the table this month.

If you are willing to serve or bake at a future meeting, please contact Bridget at  
752-0949 or Allison at 738-0478. Be sure to leave your telephone number when you 
volunteer, so that a reminder call can be made shortly before the meeting date.

Lug A Mug: Please bring your own mug to help us keep costs down, and to be an 
environmentally friendly club. 

Sunshine Lady (Teresa Klemm) 

Please contact Teresa at teresa@kgcfirerescue.com if you know of a Club member who  
is ill or is in need of sympathy or encouragement.

Membership (Sheila Brochu) 
Guests are welcome to attend one meeting, but are expected to join when coming to 
a second meeting – a matter of insurance and of contributing toward hiring space, 
speakers, etc.

Please notify Sheila of changes to your contact information: address, phone or email. 
You can contact her via email at sheilajoanb@gmail.com or by phone at 594-4920.

Show What You Grow: (Linda Fullalove)

Share something with the club and get a free Lucky Raffle Ticket for your effort.  
Bring your item to Linda before the meeting starts.
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The Library: (Carol Bal is the new coordinator, assisted by: Elaine Cathcart,  
Barry Thomas, Birgitta Mick and Duane Quily.)

Browse the lending library table when you come to monthly meetings. It’s a great 
benefit of being a Club member. Please feel free to recommend books that you consider 
a valuable addition to the Club library.

Tours: (Audrey Brown)

Audrey Brown has agreed to take on “Tours” with the guidance of Sandy Glazier. They 
are hard at work organizing a local garden tour for us.

Newsletter: (Judy Stoutenburg)

Are you a great writer? Consider writing an article about your favourite plant or a special 
gardening technique. A terrific photographer? Submit a photo.

Contact Judy at judystoutenburg@shaw.ca or 250-752-5706.

Events and News for Other Clubs

Arrowsmith Naturalists: Meeting the fourth Monday of the month  
September to June, at Knox United Church, 345 Pym Street, Parksville.  
Website: www.arrowsmithnats.org. Email: arrowsmithnat@gmail.com. For more 
informationabout outings, contact Dave Erickson at 250-947-9698 or see their website.

Mid-Island Floral Art Club: The meeting on Thursday, April 10 at 2:00 p.m.  
will be a “Spring Flowers Bumped Up a Notch” workshop. St. Stephens Church Hall  
150 Village Way, Qualicum Beach. Info 250-937-1350. Guests $5.00. Website: mifac.org.

Nanoose Naturalists: Meetings are held the second Thursday of the month at  
7:00 p.m. at the Nanoose Library Hall on NW Bay Road. Visitors are most welcome.  
For more information, call Joe at 250-468-1728 or see the website at  
www.nanoosenaturalists.org/.

Eaglecrest Garden Club: Eaglecrest Garden Club’s next meeting is Wednesday 
April 16th at 7:00 p.m. in the Q.B. Civic Centre. Guest speaker Paul Wurz will share 
“Some Help in Growing Rhododendrons”. There will be a few shrubs available for sale. 
Paul owns Hidden Acres Rhododendrons Garden near Campbell River. Everyone welcome. 
Info 250 752 6129

** The Eaglecrest Garden Club’s popular Annual Plant Sale is April 26th, 8:00 a.m. to 
noon, 531 Yambury Road, QB. Master Gardeners on site.
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Mount Arrowsmith Rhododendron Society: Meetings are held on the  
second Wednesday of each month from September to November and January to May. 
The meeting location is the Qualicum Beach Civic Centre at 747 Jones Street in  
Qualicum Beach.

On April 9th, Margaret Cadwaladr will speak on The History of Milner Gardens. We are 
very lucky to have this beautiful and historic garden here in Qualicum Beach. Created to 
a large extent by Veronica Milner, the garden design and selection of choice trees and 
perennials reveal an artist’s eye. Come to hear the rich history of this diverse garden 
and re-new your annual membership at great savings.

*****The MARS Rhododendron Show and Plant Sale is Saturday, April 26th  
from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Parksville Curling Club at 220 Corfield Street N.  
Admission is FREE.*****

Milner Gardens: The Milner Gardens 13th Annual Spring Plant Sale & Shred-it 
Fundraiser is on April 26th and 27th from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. **Milner Gardens 
members only early access to the plant sale is Friday, April 25th, from 5:00 p.m. to  
7:00 p.m. Please bring your membership card to access this event.

Garden admission is $5.25 for adults and $3.15 for students including tax. Children 
12 and under accompanied by an adult, and Milner Gardens Members receive free 
admission.

Website: www.milnergardens.org.

Email: milnergardens@shaw.ca.
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QUALICUM BEACH GARDEN CLUB

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING, MARCH 11TH, 2014
Darlene called the meeting to order just after 7.30 pm. The minutes were approved as 
circulated. (motion by Ken, Jean seconded).

Brandy gave the treasurer’s report.

Darlene announces that Kim is selling Milner memberships at the table in the back, $ 18 
for singles and $ 30 for families.

This is the last evening to sign up for the Special Interest Groups.

Audrey already has four people who want to open their gardens in June; she aims for 
six or seven. Lori will send sign-up sheets around for volunteers for the All About the 
Garden Sale, May 10th 8:30-2:30. There will be volunteers available to assist members 
who would like help selecting and potting up plants for the sale, as well as there will be 
pots available for anyone needing them. We will send out a notice closer to the time to 
let members know who they can contact. There will be a list of “invasive” plants that we 
won’t sell.

Brandy talks about merging the propagation and the seed saving Special Interest 
Groups. She asks someone with space (greenhouse) to allow the group to propagate 
there for future sales. Brandy and Maria will co-facilitate the group and they want to 
start a seed library, where members can “borrow” seeds, grow them out and bring seeds 
back. That will make a living seed bank.

Evelin and Andrew announce that there will be a $5 admission fee at the May meeting 
for Cass Turnball, founder of Plant Amnesty. William suggests that we will have an article 
on her in the newspaper.

Evelin introduces our speaker, Diane Sharp, whose topic is:”You have your seeds, now 
what?” Diane is a passionate gardener of edibles. She prefers locally grown, open 
pollinated seeds. Start with reading the package: date , leeks have a short storage 
period, tomatoes and lettuces longer. Days to harvest mean the time it takes from 
planting in the soil till harvest, it also depends on the weather.

When you choose heritage or open pollinated seeds, the offspring is like the parents. 
Hybrids, or F1 or F2 have an offspring that varies.In genetically engineered seeds is a 
section of a gene replaced by a part of a gene from another species (bacteria or fish).

Diane warns us for Bill C18 that will impact the right o save seeds and is in favour of big 
companies like Monsanto, Dupont, and Cargill. She encourages us to sign the petition 
that Mary Ann has after the meeting.

Look at a sunny spot in your garden. When you are new to vegetable gardening, start 
with leafy greens. The West Coast Seeds catalogue has a planting chart and planting 
instructions, try year round gardening. Diane’s method is where French intensive 
gardening meets square foot gardening. When you start double dig, screen, add organic 
matter, make a mounted or raised bed and stay off the soil. Interplant; leafy greens, 
herbs and edible flowers go together. Place fast growers in between slow growers and 
go up. The three sisters, corn, squash and beans still work. You can also add edibles to 
flower beds; avoid bare soil to conserve water. Plan for how much you will need, seed 
every ten days a few seeds to extend the harvest. Space, so that the mature leaves just 
touch, spacing is effected by soil fertility and irrigation.



Qualicum Beach Garden Club Newsletter April 2014 ❦ 10

Seed need light (six to eight hours between March and September), water, soil 
community (the soil food web = bacteria, fungi, worms, etc.), aeration, soil quality 
(feed the soil, then the soil will take care of the plants) and soil depth (minimal 12”, 
18-24” ideal for parsnips). You can topdress with 2-4 cm compost. When you have big 
trees, you have to dig every year as the roots will go in your garden (and compost pile). 
But minimal cultivation preserves the soil community and the soil structure. It keeps 
the seed bank buried, preserves the capillary flow and it is way less work. Weed early 
(March) to save work later (snap weed goes to seed really fast).

When you seed directly in the soil, look at air and soil temperature (rain and watering 
lowers it), soil moisture, depth to sow, fungal diseases and if the seeds are suitable for 
direct sowing (parsnips are).

When you start in pots: use quality potting soil and clean pots. Look at seed depths, 
light or dark germination (celeriac takes 31 days and needs 12 hours light per day). 
Bottom heat usually speeds up germination and high intensive (grow) lights avoid plants 
getting spindly. Water sparingly.

When you buy transplants, select young, small plants. Avoid old, root bound, spindly 
plants, yellowing leaves or leaves with purplish or brown streaks (nutrient deficiency). 
Check for insect pests and diseases. Buy from growers you know, preferably local. Don’t 
buy too early, unless you can protect the plants from the cold.

Harden the plants off before you plant them in the garden. Vernalization (bi-annuals 
going to flower) occurs at temperatures between five and ten degrees Celsius. Plant 
when the weather is cloudy, add two to three tablespoons complete organic fertilizer 
in the hole and fill it with water. Take the plant gently out of the pot, brassicas(love 
seaweed) and tomatoes go deeper than they were in the pot. Use soil amendments 
when you don’t have great compost (Steve Solomon’s recipe for complete organic 
fertilizer), weed and thin (eat the thinning), mulch (chipped hard wood, seaweed, aged 
compost, straw). Remove the mulch in the spring so the soil can warm up. Start small, 
share your produce, knowledge and joy from your garden.

Questions:

Pipes in the compost pile are for aerations, wired mesh is used to protect against 
rodents.

Parsnip flowers attract predator wasps, which lay eggs on the cabbage moth larvae.

You can propagate figs by taking a sucker off, pot it up, keep evenly moist and plant out 
in the fall.

Cress can go on the compost pile before it goes to seed and tree roots will go into raised 
beds.

Linda presented three entries for Show What You Grow:

A tray with sunflower shoots from Bertrand G.

Pieris japonica in bloom from Diana E.

Seeds from the sweet gum tree (native to the southwestern U.S.) from Joan and Ken T.

Shiralee did the draws, the meeting was adjourned around nine pm, and there were 101

attendees.

Maria van den Berg, secretary


