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Next Meeting: Tuesday, February 11, 2014  
Qualicum Beach Civic Centre

7:00 pm Come early to mingle, munch and have a look around

7:30 pm Speaker: Carol Dancer 

Topic: The Government House Gardens

Program: Carol will start with an overview of the gardens, some history, information 
about how the organization works and where they are today. She will  
bring a sample of some of the plants in bloom, do a show and tell, and  
end with a DVD.

Bio: Carol has a life-long love of gardening. She has gardened from coast  
to coast in Canada. She has left behind more gardens than she cares  
to remember, and is currently working on her last garden.

 Carol volunteered at the UBC Botanical Garden, propagating plants for  
their annual plant sales. She has been at Government House for the past  
13 years. For six of those years she was the head gardener. Carol is 
currently helping out at Abkhazi Gardens. It has been her good fortune  
to meet and work with many wonderful gardeners over the years. 

Notable Events/News
A Memorial Service for Odette Harder will be held at the Eaglecrest Golf Course 
Clubhouse on Friday, February 7, from 2.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m.

Please let June Strandberg know if you will be attending. Odette’s husband needs 
to know before Sunday evening (today), re the caterers. June’s email address is 
normjune@shaw.ca.

******* PLEASE NOTE *******

Special Interest Sign-up Sheets will be available at the  
February/March meetings only. Renew your membership to be eligible to join.  

(Message from Leigh Winter and Carol Chilton.)

***************************

Arrowsmith Naturalists: Meeting the fourth Monday of the month September to 
June, at Knox United Church, 345 Pym Street, Parksville. Website: www.arrowsmithnats.
org. Email: arrowsmithnat@gmail.com. For more information about outings, contact 
Dave Erickson at 250-947-9698 or see their website.
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Mid-Island Floral Art Club: The Mid-Island Floral Art Club will meet Thursday, 
February 13 at 2:00 p.m., at St. Stephens Church Hall, 150 Village Way, Qualicum Beach.

For further information, contact Catherine Van Beveren at 250-937-1350 or by email  
at mifaclub2000@gmail.comx. Guests $5.00. Website: mifac.org.

Nanoose Naturalists: Meetings are held the second Thursday of the month at  
7:00 p.m. at the Nanoose Library Hall on NW Bay Road. Visitors are most welcome.  
For more information, call Joe at 250-468-1728 or see the website at  
www.nanoosenaturalists.org/.

Eaglecrest Garden Club: Eaglecrest Garden Club’s next meeting is Wednesday, 
March 18 at 7:00 p.m. at the Qualicum Beach Civic Centre.

Mount Arrowsmith Rhododendron Society: The next meeting is Wednesday, 
February 12 at 7:30 p.m. at the Qualicum Beach Civic Centre. See our January 
newsletter/attachments, or the MARS website, for information on the February speaker, 
Ciscoe Morris. Website: mars.rhodos.ca/.

The Alpine Gardeners of Central Vancouver Island: The next meeting 
is February 24 at 1:00 p.m. (doors open at 12:30 p.m.) at the Qualicum Beach Civic 
Centre. The February guest speaker is Dr. Hans Roemer, on the topic: Growing Bulbs on 
the Dry Side of Vancouver Island.

Milner Gardens: Milner Gardens reopens Sundays in February.  
Website: www.milnergardens.org. Email: milnergardens@shaw.ca.

Milner Gardens memberships will be available at the February and March QBGC 
meetings. The cost is $18 for a single membership and $30 for a household.

Regular Membership Matters and Contacts

Loonie – Toonie – Fiver Sale
(Erica Monderman and Lori Pross)

If you have plants to spare please bring them to the meeting. When digging up plants, 
place them in appropriate, manageable containers. Please label them.

Garden-related items are also accepted. Put on a price you think is fair – loonie, toonie, 
or fiver – and place it beside the Plant Sales Table.

Get a free Lucky Raffle Ticket for your donations to the sale.

REMEMBER that unsold plants and garden items must be taken home with you.
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Refreshments (Bridget Rowledge, Allison Foot) 
**Please remember to bring your own mug. This month the goodies volunteers are:

Shiralee M, Gail S, Brandy M, Pat H

Allison and Bridget will manage the table themselves this month.

If you are willing to serve or bake at a future meeting, please contact Bridget at  
752-0949 or Allison at 738-0478. Be sure to leave your telephone number when you 
volunteer, so that a reminder call can be made shortly before the meeting date.

Lug A Mug: Please bring your own mug to help us keep costs down, and to be an 
environmentally friendly club. 

Sunshine Lady (Teresa Klemm) 

Please contact Teresa at teresa@kgcfirerescue.com if you know of a Club member who  
is ill or is in need of sympathy or encouragement.

Membership (Sheila Brochu) 
The 2014 Membership Form is attached. The cost is $12 per year ($18 if you want your 
newsletter delivered via Canada Post – to cover postage and printing). Please make 
cheques payable to “Qualicum Beach Garden Club” or bring along exact change. If you 
renew by mail, please include a self- addressed, stamped envelope.

Guests are welcome to attend one meeting, but are expected to join when coming to 
a second meeting – a matter of insurance and of contributing toward hiring space, 
speakers, etc.

Please notify Sheila of changes to your contact information: address, phone or email. 
You can contact her via email at sheilajoanb@gmail.com or by phone at 594-4920.

Show What You Grow: (Linda Fullalove)

Share something with the club and get a free Lucky Raffle Ticket for your effort.  
Bring your item to Linda before the meeting starts.

The Library: (Carol Bal is the new coordinator, assisted by: Elaine Cathcart,  
Barry Thomas, Birgitta Mick and Duane Quily.)

Browse the lending library table when you come to monthly meetings. It’s a great 
benefit of being a Club member. Please feel free to recommend books that you consider 
a valuable addition to the Club library.

Newsletter: (Judy Stoutenburg)

Do you have a burning desire to write an article for the newsletter? Contact Judy  
at judystoutenburg@shaw.ca or 752-5706.

Classifieds:
Members may submit classifieds to the newsletter editor by the 26th of each  
month for entry into the upcoming newsletter. Ads run for one newsletter issue  
only, unless resubmitted.
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Suzanne’s Web Surfing: 

Butterflies in the Garden:
Until I previewed the newsletter (see the February To Do List), it didn’t occur to me not 
to clean up the yard early, in order to protect potential butterflies. I then searched the 
Web and found many excellent sites with more information than any gardener could 
possibly use. Here is a sampling:

http://www.thebutterflysite.com/create-butterfly- garden.shtml

http://www.cbif.gc.ca/spp_pages/butterflies/gardening_e.ph p

http://www.hgtv.com/landscaping/attracting-butterflies-to- the-garden/index.html

http://www.butterflygardens.com/index.php (Visit Victoria’s butterfly garden.)

These sites gave me many ideas as to what to grow in my area. You may wish to print 
out some of the web sites’ information for your garden binder.

Upcoming Speakers:
March Diane Sharp speaking on “Spring Veggie Gardening – Now!”

April Bill McMillan speaking on “Rhododendrons 101”

February To-Do List:
- From my perspective as a person who gardens year-round, February is a great time 

to get the jump on weeds – which (as we all know) never sleep. Their germination 
and growth has taken off in the last three weeks.

 Even if you only get the weeds that are going to flower or seed, you’ll be saving time 
later in the year. And you will help eliminate competition for sunlight and water right 
from the get-go.

- If you have plants intended to host butterflies, hold off on “tidying” them. 
Remember that butterflies start as eggs, then caterpillars/larvae, then pupae/
chrysalises… THEN butterflies. If you remove plant material or soil that contains any 
of the first 3 stages, you are removing (and likely killing) the butterflies you want.

 (Suzanne has provided some links about butterflies. Thank you Suzanne.)

- Days when you don’t want to actually work in the garden are perfect days to 
evaluate and plan. What is weak or sickly – or was last year? What didn’t give you 
the seasonal interest you wanted? What areas have no pizzazz? Is there a vigorous 
plant overshadowing a treasured plant that you don’t want to lose? Are there plants 
you need to research before making a purchase? (The right plant in the right place 
saves maintenance!) Now is a good time to make a to-do list in preparation for the 
upcoming growing season.

- The link below is taken directly from Suzanne’s February 2013 newsletter.  
(Thank you Suzanne.): http://www.bcliving.ca/garden/february-garden-to-do-list


