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QBGC – Board Positions for 2016
It’s time to start planning for upcoming Garden Club Board positions for 2016. It’s a great club for gardeners  
of all levels, and an asset to our area. Currently, all positions are open, but in particular, positions needing  
to be filled are:
Treasurer – write cheques, bookkeeping, attend board meetings.
Vice President – attend board meetings and work with President and step in as needed.
Membership – sign up new and renewing members, keep membership list.
Library – organize books at the meetings, keep a record of the books and order new books. Looking for  
2 or 3 helpers.
Show What You Grow – read information provided by members who bring in their garden items to share  
and celebrate their beautiful offerings.
“New Member” Meet and Greeter – greet new members and explain how club works. This is a new position 
this year.
Tours – organizes trips to other venues – last one done went to Victoria to view some gardens. Also organize 
the member’s garden tour.
All positions are encouraged to attend board meetings, but not a requirement unless you’re on the Executive. 
The board meetings are on the first Tuesday of the month at 7 pm; we take turns hosting them. The meeting 
time is usually under one hour followed by laughter and goodies. Positions are for a two-year term – Executive 
is a one-year term. Most positions take less than an hour-per-month of your time, although Membership can 
take up a little more time in the first couple of months. Please consider helping your club by volunteering for a 
position. You can also volunteer with a friend or other member for a position to trade off times when available. 
This would be especially great for the Refreshments position or any other positions.
Let Sue B know if you will be part of the team next year! qbgcinfo@gmail.com or at the meeting!
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Next Meeting: Monday, November 9, 2015 at 7pm
 Qualicum Beach Civic Centre, 747 Jones St., Qualicum Beach

 Speaker: Andrew Pennells  
 Pruning for Health, Beauty and Function
 7:00 p.m. come early, socialize, and browse, raffle tickets, tea/coffee/treats



Andrew has had an interest in gardening since helping his mum plant primroses as a young boy. It took almost 
ten years after graduating high school, however, to figure out that he wanted to make it his career.
After earning a BA in History at UVic, but without a related career plan, Andrew enrolled in the Horticulture 
program at Camosun College in Victoria. It was during this time that he developed a love of pruning, and took 
any opportunity, both at home and in subsequent employment, to practice.
Upon moving to Parksville-Qualicum, Andrew spent two and a half years learning from one of the best pruners 
in the area, Luke Downs, and decided to finally start his own landscaping business in 2014. Now, as the 
proprietor of HomeGrown Gardens, Andrew looks forward to improving the health, beauty and function of 
trees and shrubs in the Parksville-Qualicum area.

Upcoming Meetings
December:  No Meeting – Happy Holidays!

January:  Lynne Brooks, Developing a Wildlife Friendly Garden – the Why, What, How, and Who of It.

Welcome New Members:
There were 3 new members who joined the garden club in September. Please say hello and welcome to:

Jacqui H Grant S Bonnie S

We also had one renewal: Valerie Delarue R
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New Projector for the Garden Club 
The Club has purchased our own new projector and we’re excited to try it out at our November 9, 2015 
meeting. We hope everybody enjoys the improvement.

The Board wasn’t happy with the old projector, the colour was very poor, it was going on 8 years old and it was 
shared with Seedy Saturday and Eaglecrest Garden Club. The three groups paid to have it fixed last year, but 
unfortunately, it still wasn’t great. Being a shared projector it was kept in one place, necessitating pick up and 
drop off for every meeting creating time issues for our volunteers.

Over the last couple of months the Board discussed different options and came to a unanimous decision. We 
have purchased a new projector for our sole use.

For techie types in the club it is an Epson VS335W WXGA 3LCD Multimedia Projector. It works with our laptop 
and Mac’s, and if you have a stick you can plug it directly into the projector. It also came with a good warranty!

We’re excited to try our projector out at the November meeting. We want to make our meetings the best we 
can and this will go a long way to improving the quality of the speakers’ slide presentations.

We want to take a moment to thank Leen for patiently working with the old, below-par projector and getting 
the best anyone could from it.

Acknowledgements:
Thank you to Avril B, Carolyn K, Angela E and Helen C for providing the treats for our November meeting.

We are very grateful for Margaret C and Lois W assistance at the refreshment table at our October meeting.

Why try to explain miracles to your kids when you can just have them plant a garden.

– Robert Brault
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Qualicum Beach Recognizes Volunteers
On November 4th two of our long-term members, Allison F and Bridget R represented the Qualicum Beach 
Garden Club at the Council of Qualicum Beach Town’s Volunteer Appreciation Reception at the brand new 
Qualicum Beach Fire Hall. Around 170 community-minded people were in attendance. Bridget commented, 
it was “interesting to see other fellow Garden Club members representing various voluntary tasks associated 
with OTHER clubs and organizations within the community.” Being our Club’s ‘Refreshment Ladies’, they 
were very impressed with the hot water urns used for tea making, “more like a samovar” noted Bridget. The 
tour of the new Fire Hall, accompanied by volunteer Dr. Mike Rogers, was remarkable, displaying the latest 
technologies and efficiencies (including a modern-day brass pole)!

Calling all Master Gardeners
For the newsletter next year I’d like to include written articles prepared by you, our informed and experienced 
Master Gardeners, that will enlighten, excite, and instruct the membership regarding subjects that are near 
and dear to your heart, new or interesting information, tried and true practices, or anything where you can 
share your knowledge to make gardening as helpful and enjoyable as it should be. Articles can be long or short, 
(preferably fill a page) and include pictures or not. We have 10 newsletters a year; so ideally, it would be great 
if a master gardener could volunteer for a meeting each. There will be a sign up sheet at our next meeting at 
the master gardener’s table. Please include your name and e-mail address on the form beside which month 
you would like to participate. If you know what topic or area of interest you would like to touch on you can also 
include that.

It’ll almost be like one-on-one with a professional master gardener. I’m looking forward to seeing what you 
have to share and I’m sure the gardening members would welcome it as well. If you can’t be at the meeting 
but can offer your experience please e-mail Betty, Newsletter editor at ab@icbsolutions.ca with your input.

Club Members We Encourage Your Input for 2016 Newsletter
Here we are thinking about next year already and looking forward to another year of successful gardening. 
With that in mind, I’m hoping I can get your input on what you would like or not like to see in the newsletter 
next year? What type of information or stories would you care to read about? Would you prefer gardening 
of more flowers or vegetables? A Q&A section? Your thoughts and ideas would be very useful. At the next 
meeting there will be a sheet at the back of the room (the master gardener’s table) that you can jot down any 
ideas that you might have to make the newsletter more informative and fun. If you can’t make the meeting to 
add your comments you can e-mail Betty, Newsletter editor at ab@icbsolutions.ca
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SEEDY SATURDAY – Meeting Garden Challenges
Seedy Saturday will be held on February 6, 2016 and the theme is: Meeting Garden Challenges. Our speakers are:

Connie Kuramoto – Water, Water, Everywhere

and

Linda Gilkeson – Do You REALLY Know What the Problem is?

For more information on the speakers and their start times, please check out our website:  
www.qbseedysaturday.com.

For those not familiar with Seedy Saturday there is WAY more than seeds: plants, bulbs and MANY other 
garden items are available!!

Please join us – the work shifts are only 1-1/2 hours or 2 hours long, morning or afternoon.

Contact Lori Pross at nickorlori@shaw.ca to volunteer.

Brochures will only be available in January

You can bury a lot of troubles digging in the dirt. — Author Unknown
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Membership Functions and Contacts:
Plant Sales: (Gail G, Darlene R) Loonie * Toonie * 
Fiver Sale: 
• If you have some plants to spare, please bring 

them to the meeting.
• When digging up plants please place them in 

appropriate, manageable containers and label 
them. Garden-related items are also accepted.

• Price what you think is fair – loonie, toonie, or 
fiver – and place it beside the ‘Plant Sales Table’ 
prior to the meeting.

• Get a free ‘Lucky Raffle Ticket’ for your 
contribution to the sale.

• Any unsold items must be taken home with you.

Refreshments: (Bridget R, Allison F) Don’t forget to 
“Lug your Mug”
Treats are graciously provided by volunteer members. 
Do you have a favourite recipe you’d like to tempt 
our members with at an upcoming meeting? Let 
Bridget or Allison know if you can serve or bake for 
future meetings. Please leave a message when you 
volunteer so a reminder call can be made shortly 
before the meeting date.

Master Gardener’s Table: (Kim H)

Speakers/Programs: (Evelin K, Lyn P)
Evelin and Lyn have put together a great lineup of 
speakers for this year.
Do you know someone who is located on the 
Island? Who would love to share their expertise and 
knowledge on gardening topics? And be of interest 
to our gardening group? Please notify Evelin or Lyn 
so they can make enquiries and possibly add to next 
year’s program.

Sunshine Lady: (Teresa K)
Please contact Teresa if you know of a Club 
member who is ill or is in need of sympathy or 
encouragement.

Show What You Grow: (Linda F)
Share something you grow with the club and get a 
free ‘Lucky Raffle Ticket’ for your effort.  
“Bring your item to Linda before the meeting starts.”

Membership: (Sheila B)
• Guests are welcome to attend one meeting for 

free, but are expected to join when attending a 
second meeting – it’s a matter of insurance and 
of contributing toward hiring space, speakers, etc.

• Memberships are as low as $12.00/year, including 
newsletter by e-mail and $18/year with hard-
copy mailing.

• Fill out a membership form and make your 
cheque payable to “Qualicum Beach Garden 
Club” or, you can pay with exact cash at the 
meeting.

• Please notify Sheila of any changes to your 
contact information (address, phone, e-mail). 

Library: (Carol B – Co-ordinator; Assistants: Elaine C, 
Barry T, Birgitta M )
One of the great benefits of being a Club member is 
browsing all the varied books available at the lending 
library table when you come to the meetings. Please 
feel free to recommend any books that you consider 
a valuable addition to the Club library. At this time, 
the library is not accepting any donated books due to 
storage issues, but please feel free to consider them 
for the Plant Sales Table.

Newsflashes: (Sue B)
Sue will manage Newsflashes on an ‘as needed basis’ 
only. Please submit your items to the newsletter 
before the cut-off date. Sue can be reached at  
qbgc@gmail.com.

Newsletter: (Betty J)
Our newsletter can be fun and informative – 
please consider sharing any gardening tips, special 
techniques, funny stories, anecdotes, etc. to 
enlighten the members or bring a smile? Just e-mail 
or call – it doesn’t have to be formal, or long. 
Please submit your Classified ads and Newsletter 
content no later than the 25th of each month. 
If you have made any changes to your personal 
information and/or you didn’t receive your 
newsletter, notify Sheila B.
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Flower of the Month – October – Calendula (or Marigold)
Chrysanthemum combines two words from the Greek language, ‘chrysos’ (gold) 
and ‘anthemon’ (flower), which means Golden Flower.

Chrysanthemums were first cultivated in China as a flowering ‘herb’ as far back 
as the early 15th century BC., it was believed to have the power of life. Legend 
has it that the boiled roots were used as a headache remedy; young sprouts and 
petals were eaten in salads; and leaves were brewed for a festive drink. Over 500 
cultivars were recorded by the year 1630.

Chrysanthemums were introduced to Europe in the 17th century and their 
popularity and spread haven’t waned since. While some European countries 
restricted their use to the decorating of graves, they were and still are, prized by 
many cultures for their medicinal, decorative and edible qualities.

Symbolism: Fidelity, Optimism, Joy and Long Life

Did You Know?

• Because they bloom into the “dark days” of November, Chrysanthemums are said to represent the light of 
Hope in dark times.

• Each Chrysanthemum bloom is actually a composite of many smaller blooms, from the centre disk to the 
outer rays.

• Over 140 varieties of chrysanthemums have gained the Royal Horticultural Society’s Award of Merit.

• Mums of red signify love, yellow mums speak of slighted love and white ones represent truth and loyal 
love.

• Chrysanthemums produce natural chemicals called pyrethrins, which work as a general insecticide. Resins 
of the plant were used in incense cones to ward off insects.

• Chrysanthemums are native to a wide range from the Mediterranean to the Arctic.

• In Australia, (May in the southern hemisphere) Chrysanthemums are a traditional Mother’s Day flower

• Environmentally, Chrysanthemums have been shown to reduce indoor air pollution by the NASA Clean Air 
Study.

www.tomatosunshine.com and www.wikipedia.org

My green thumb came only as a result of the mistakes I made  
while learning to see things from the plant’s point of view. — H. Fred Dale
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Garden To-Do-List: November
• Cover lettuce, chard, spinach, sorrel, chives, and parsley with floating row covers before the first hard freeze.

• Renew mulch around perennial flower beds after weeding.

• Move rooted strawberry runners early this month.

• Sow poppy, larkspur and delphinium seeds now for flowers next May.

• Rake up leaves and other debris to eliminate nesting spots for pests. Gather the leaves to add to the 
compost pile or to shred and use as winter mulch. Keep the mulch away from tree trunks and plant crowns.

• Build up compost with clean, dead growth from garden beds and containers.

• Keep compost active in cold weather by insulating it with a top layer of straw.

• Apply dolomite lime to lawns to reduce winter moss growth.

• Be sure to drain your sprinkler systems and watering hoses, prepare lawn mower, tools and other garden 
equipment for winter storage.

• Empty non-frost-proof containers and store in a dry place.

• Fall is a good time for planting trees. Some however, do prefer spring planting, so check first.

• Provide winter shelter for tender evergreens.

• Make sure your climbing roses are tied securely to their supports to prevent wind damage over the winter.

• Plant indoor bulbs for the holidays including Amaryllis, Paperwhites and Hyacinths.

• Propagate begonias from leaf cuttings.

• You can still plant daffodil bulbs as long as the ground isn’t frozen.

Amaryllis

www.gardenworks.ca; www.rodalesorganiclife.com; www.pallensmith.com


