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QUALICUM BEACH GARDEN CLUB
www.qualicumbeachgardenclub.wordpress.com

MAY, 2013 VOLUME 17:05

Next Meeting: Tuesday, May 14, 2013  
Qualicum Beach Civic Centre

7:00 pm Please note that library books will not be on display at the may meeting. Also, please do not return 
club library books on the 14th.

7:30 pm Expeert Garden Panel

Biographies:

Dyann Goodfellow: Completed the Master Gardener Program at Van Dusen Botanical Gardens in 1990. Managed 
Valley Garden Centre in Langley from 1991 – 1997 

Owned and Operated Made in the Shade Nursery in Langley from 1997 – 2002. 

Worked at Arrowsmith Greenhouses from 2003 – 2011.

Kim Hammond: Kim came to the horticulture world late but is no less obsessed about it. She was co-founder of 
the Parksville Community Garden, now in its 14th year, and co- founder and chair for the first five years of the QB 
Seedy Saturday. 

She graduated from Kwantlen College in 1996 with two diplomas in Horticulture and went on to take the Master 
Gardener Programme at Van Dusen, and is one elective away from the Advanced Master Gardener. She completed 
the Master Woodland Manager Programme, the Gaia College Organic Master Gardener Programme and their Food 
Growing course. Kim worked for the nine years in local Garden Centres and two years at the Bug Factory and is 
now enjoying what she considers the best and last job as Grower/Groundskeeper at Milner Gardens. 

Kathy Claxton: Independent garden consultant)

Kathy’s love of all things that grow and are green blossomed when moving to Vancouver Island in 1998. Prior to 
that, she gardened in the challenging climes of Alberta.

She has 40 years’ experience in the horticulture industry, from growing tropicals in a large commercial greenhouse 
in Calgary to retail and maintenance landscape gardening here in Oceanside. Kathy’s formal hort. training included 
many programmes at the University of Calgary, SAIT and Mount Royal College in Calgary and VIU Master 
Gardener in Duncan. Her on-going continuing education is the school of hard knocks ~ learning while doing, here 
on the Island. 

Because of her diverse knowledge she is comfortable addressing questions from all aspects of gardening. She 
definitely enjoys talking about pruning of fruit trees and ornamental shrubs, growing edible gardens as well as 
growing organically/chemically free.

The question most asked is, “Can I keep this small by pruning?”
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2013 Meetings – The Plan So Far 
(Sandy Atkins ~ Speakers/Programmes Director, Darlene Rieger ~ Assistant)

June Linda Chalker-Scott – (carried over from 2012). Topic to be announced.

July Margot Moser and Lynda Hackney: Hydrangeas

Sept Open

Oct Open

Nov Open

Notable Events/News
QBGC Plant Sale: Saturday, May 11 

This is our major fund raiser of the year since we are not doing the St. Mark’s Fair. 

Location: Heaven on Earth Health Food Store (corner Primrose and Second Ave, Qualicum)

Please sign up at the April meeting for work on Friday, May 10 for plant preparation, and for selling on May 11.  
Bring plastic and paper bags for packaging, as this high traffic location may not be close or convenient for 
people to take purchases to their vehicles. Bags can also be dropped off with plants on the Friday. 

This is an opportunity for all members to contribute time or plants or both.

Co-ordinators: Alan R and Ieva (Eeevie) J

Special Interest Groups

Co-ordinators have not been found for the following small groups: Propagation, Cacti and Succulents, Seed Saving, 
and Grasses (informal meetings). The Mushroom Group will wait until September to post their sign-up sheet. 

QBGC Alpine & Rock Garden Group

If you love alpine and native plants, be sure to visit their Plant Sale, Saturday, May 4 from 8:30 am until 2:00 pm.  
Location: QB Community Hall, Memorial & Legion Way, Qualicum. 

Special Speaker: Chris Chadwell: Topic: Plant Hunting for Alpines in the Border Regions of Tibet. Date/
Time: Monday, May 27 doors open 12:30 pm. See the poster on the last page of this newsletter. Contact Joe at 
250-468-1728

Nanoose Garden Club

Meeting: Friday, May 3 at 1:15 pm. Speaker: Linda Wray: Topic: From the Potting Shed to the Planter 

Linda’s presentation will include the process of getting annuals ready for planting and then preparing your 
planters or hanging baskets, choosing good, interesting combinations for the right location and follow-up care 
over the summer and into fall. Location: Nanoose Library Hall, corner of Northwest Bay Rd. and Nanoose Rd.

Nanoose Garden Club Annual Plant Sale: Sat. May 18, 9 am to 1 pm (a popular part of the Nanoose Bay 
Flea Market) at Nanoose Library Centre, Northwest Bay Road.

Vegetables, Heritage Tomatoes and Perennials • Bring Your Friends and Neighbours • Master Gardeners in 
Attendance

Info: Loraine (250) 468-9749 
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Nanoose Naturalists
The monthly meeting is on the second Thursday of each month. ~ Thursday May 9 at 7 pm. Speaker:  
Eric Pittman ~ Hummingbirds of Vancouver Island in Action

Eric is from Victoria and will be speaking about his studies of the island’s Hummingbirds

There will be a 40 minute video with commentary and questions. The video will be a presentation of some of 
the unique moments of hummingbird life captured on film over the last four years of study including; hatching, 
feeding, fighting, nesting and some of the perils they face. Thanks for your interest in local events.

Mid-Island Floral Art Club: Meeting: Thursday, May 9 at 2 pm. Workshops on the designs that 
were demonstrated in the March and April events. Experienced members will be there to help beginners. All 
welcome. Guest fee is $5. Call Catherine at 250-937-1350. For more info go to their web site www.mifac.org

Eaglecrest Garden Club: Meeting: May 15, 7 pm. Guest speaker: Connie Kuramoto. Topic: “Uses of 
Water in the Garden” Location: Qualicum Beach Civic Centre.

Mount Arrowsmith Rhododendron Society: Meeting is on second Wednesday of each month, May 8 
at 7:30 pm, Qualicum Beach Civic Centre, Qualicum http://mars.rhodos.ca/

MARS Mother’s Day Weekend Garden Tour: Small and Large Gardens in Qualicum Beach.  
For more information call 752-3545.

Tickets $15 and available at following locations: Qualicum Beach: Mulberry Bush Book Store, Arrowsmith 
Greenhouses, Milner Gardens & Woodland and Ken-Dor Nursery. Parksville: Mulberry Bush Book Store, 
Buckerfield’s and Cultivate Gardens & Gifts. Port Alberni: Colyn’s Nursey & Garden Centre

Milner Gardens: Rhodo Bloom April 25 – May 12. Telephone 250-752-8573, ext. 226.  
www.viu.ca/milnergardens/get-involved.asp

The 20th Denman Island Home and Garden Tour  
(Our Club is not arranging car-pooling/transportation for this event.)

The Denman Island Home & Garden Tour has a price discount available for early-bird tickets and for groups. 
Contact information: www.denmanconservancy.org/gardentour/ ~ Autumn White at 250-335-2148  
or denmanisland.hgt@gmail.com

Special Note to Canna lovers: Canna Virus  
(Thank you to Valerie Melanson for this information.)

It is always a shame when a popular garden plant is stricken by virus. This has recently happened to Canna 
bulbs. The viruses were unknown a few years ago and the symptoms aren’t easy to see, allowing the damage 
to become so widespread that all the major growers worldwide have been affected. Worse still, some growers 
continue to sell virused roots to the various wholesalers and retailers (who may or may not know about this 
problem). The result is that virtually all Canna sold may be infected with viruses. 

There are 3 or 4 different viruses involved, each with slightly different symptoms. The infection usually appears 
as small patches of a lighter green than the normal leaf colour on newly emerging foliage. These patches will 
become streaks, eventually forming brown patches. The virus can be spread to a healthy plant if it is in close 
proximity. Scientists aren’t convinced of the vector (carrier) but the main suspect is aphids. Disease may also be 
spread by unsuspecting gardeners when they divide their Canna plants. Regardless of the particular virus, the 
end result is the death of your plant. There is no cure.

Information from: Dugald Cameron www.gardenimport.com
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Regular Membership Matters and Contacts

Loonie – Toonie – Fiver Sale  
(Erica Monderman and Lori Pross)

If you have plants to spare please bring them to the meeting. When digging up plants, place them in appropriate 
containers that are manageable and please label them. Do you have garden related items other than plants? 
Please bring them for our Loonie – Toonie – Fiver Table. Put on the price you think is fair “Loonie – Toonie or 
Fiver” and place it beside the Plant Sales Table. Plus if you bring items for the Plant Sale or Loonie – Toonie – 
Fiver Sale you get a free Lucky Raffle Ticket!

N.B. Remember, unsold plants or other items need to be taken home with you.

Refreshments  
(Bridget Rowledge, Allison Foot) 

Please remember to bring your own mugs. As well, donations for refreshments are requested until we raise 
enough funds for new equipment. We are about half way there!

May Meeting: 

Goodies: William W, Gail G, Anne B 
Refreshments: William W

If you would be willing to serve or bake at future meetings, please contact Bridget or Allison. 

Lug A Mug: Please help us keep down costs, as well as helping us to be environmentally sensitive, by bringing 
your own coffee cup. 

Sunshine Lady  
(Leila Redford) 

Please contact Leila if you know of a member who is ill or in need of sympathy or encouragement. If you 
cannot reach Leila contact Gayla B. 

Membership  
(Carol Clark) 

Please notify the Membership person of any changes to your contact information ~ mailing and e-mail 
addresses, and telephone number. Memberships are $12/year for e-mail receipt and $18/year to help cover some 
of the cost of mailing out newsletters. Make cheques payable to “Qualicum Beach Garden Club” or you can pay 
with exact cash at the meetings. The membership form must accompany your cheque/cash. Please do not pass 
along monies to other members to give to Carol. 

Alternatively, a membership form and cheque can be mailed to Carol. If you would like to renew your 
membership by mail, you must include a self-addressed, stamped envelope.

Guests are very welcome to attend one meeting, but are expected to join on coming to a second meeting –  
a matter of insurance, paying their share to hiring space and speakers, etc. 
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Newsletter
Suzanne Jones is still your contact person for 2013. Please submit your classifieds or news items for inclusion into 
the newsletter by the 28th of the month. E-mail her garden club address: sueinfo4me@gmail.com 

Recommended Reading 
(Alice deBoer and Barb Lemoine) 

Please feel free to recommend books that you consider a valuable addition to the Club Library and browse the 
lending library table when you come to monthly meetings.

New Books in our Library: 

• The Thinking Beekeeper – A guide to natural beekeeping in top bar hives. By Christy Hemenway

• Sustainable Market Farming – intensive vegetable production on a few acres. By Pam Dawling

• The Book of Kale – the easy to grow superfood. By Sharon Hanna

• Alpine Plants of BC, Alberta and the Pacific Northwest. By Pojar & MacKinnon (lone pine press)

Classifieds
Members may submit their classifieds to Suzanne, newsletter editor, by the 28th of each month for entry into 
the upcoming newsletter. It will run for that issue and be automatically deleted unless re-submitted. For urgent 
messages/last minute entries, please use my regular e-mail. Otherwise, use: sueinfo4me@gmail.com 

• Kathy Claxton’s 2nd Annual Plant Sale: May 24 & May 31. 9 am to 3 pm; Tomato plants, veggies and 
perennials. Small garage sale too. 1596 Marine Circle (Columbia Beach)

• Turley’s Nursery: Give them a visit when in Nanaimo. Unusual plants and great service. They donated a 
plant for the March draw and are doing so again for the April draw! Show your QBGC card and you will 
receive 10% off.

Suzanne’s Web Surfing
Well, I got myself all excited about Bees and Slugs! (Sue, get a life!) The first we want in our gardens and the 
second … those slimy, disgusting slugs we certainly don’t want. The following information may be helpful. Use 
Control + enter key to open web links. 

Bees: http://frugalliving.about.com/od/gardening/a/How-To-Attract-Pollinators-To-Your-Garden.htm 

The list of plants is too long to list in the newsletter. Go to the above link and open Page 2 of the article for the 
extensive list.

Maximize the yield of your fruit and vegetable garden, and boost the overall health of your yard by taking steps 
to attract pollinators. The following tips will help you to attract bees, as well as lesser-known pollinators like 
flies, beetles, butterflies, moths and birds:

Landscape with plants that pollinators like. Studies show that native bees are four times more attracted to native 
plants, so try to select plants that are indigenous to your area when you can

Plant a rainbow. Different pollinators are attracted to different colors. Plant a range of colors in your garden to 
bring in as many pollinators as possible

Plant flowers in a variety of shapes. Pollinators have different tongue lengths. Mix up flower shapes, and you’ll 
keep everyone happy
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Have flowers blooming at all times, from early spring to fall. If you want your pollinators to stick around, you 
have to keep them feed throughout the entire growing season

Plant in clumps. A large concentration of flowers in one spot will attract more pollinators than single flowers 
planted here and there.

Plant in the sun. Pollinators favor sunny spots over shady spots.

Allow more of your plants to bolt (especially your herbs). Deadheading will make your yard look neater, but cut 
down on the number of blooms available to pollinators.

Avoid the use of pesticides. They can be harmful to bees and other pollinators.

Provide a clean source of water. This can be a bird bath, a shallow dish, a fountain or some other water feature.

Mow less. Lawn weeds like dandelions and violets are a source of food for native bees

Provide nesting spots. Piles of branches, leaves, hollow twigs, rotten logs and un-mulched areas will attract a 
range of pollinators. If you don’t want to keep those things around, make or buy a mason bee or a pollinator 
house for your beneficial insects to reside.

Plant flowers near the fruits and vegetables that you want pollinated, so they’ll be easy for your bird and insect 
friends to find.

Slugs: http://frugalliving.about.com/od/diseaseandpestcontrol/tp/Get-Rid-Of-Slugs.htm

Slugs can do a lot of damage in the garden if left unchecked. Use these tips to get rid of your slugs:

Egg Shells: Sprinkle a ring of crushed egg shells around your plants. All of those jagged edges will do a number 
on a slug’s soft and squishy body. 

Buy Some Birds: Chickens and ducks love to munch on slugs. Buy a few, and allow them to free-range in your 
garden. They’ll take care of your slug problem, and provide you with eggs to boot. Depending on your local by-
laws. 

Attract Toads to Your Yard: Slugs are a favorite food of toads, too. Make a couple toad houses to attract toads to 
your garden, and let them take care of the problem free of charge. You can find on the Web about how to make a 
toad house. 

Citrus Peels: Drop some orange, grapefruit, lemon or lime peels in the garden. Then, come back for them in the 
morning. By then, they should be covered with those slimy trouble-makers. Dispose of the slugs by dunking 
them into some salt water. Then, repeat the process until you have the population under control.

Set a Beer Trap: Stick a small container of beer out in the garden, and the slugs will drown themselves trying to 
get at it. Replace the beer regularly to maintain the efficacy of the trap. (Note: If you have pets that spend time 
outdoors, you may want to stick to one of the other slug remedies on the list.)

Used Coffee Grounds: Caffeine has been shown to suppress the ravenous appetite of slugs. Save your coffee 
grounds; allow them to dry out; then, apply them to your garden. 

Give Them Temporary Shelter: Stick a board or a piece of cardboard out in the garden. Then, lift it every 
morning, and scoop up all of the slugs that are sheltering underneath it. Tip: Garden statuary or rocks can also 
be used for this purpose, if you want something a little more attractive.
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Plants & Things They Don’t Like: There are actually some plants slugs don’t like. Plant them around your most 
slug-damaged foliage to trick them into staying away. 

Here are some of the most slug-resistant plants.  
Ajuga (bugleweed) Alchemilla mollis (lady’s mantle) 
Alyssum Arabis 
Armeria (thrift) Artemisia 
Anemone (fall-blooming types) Aquilegia (columbine) 
Astilbe Astrantia (masterwort) 
Aubretia Bergenia 
Crocosmia Dianthus 
Euphorbia Ferns 
Fuchsia Geranium (cranesbill) 
Grasses (ornamental types) Helleborus (hellebore) 
Hemerocallis (daylily) Heuchera (coral bells) 
Hydrangea Iris 
Lavandula (lavender) Narcissus (daffodil) 
Paeonia (peony) Pelargonium (annual geranium) 
Penstemon Phlox 
Potentilla Rosa (rose)  
Sedum  Tulipa (tulip) 
Vinca (Vinca minor, V. major). 

Other strategies:

Diatomaceous Earth: Pick up a bag of Diatomaceous Earth from the hardware store or a pool store, and 
sprinkle it around your plants. It won’t harm animals, people or plants, but the coarse texture will do a number 
on those nasty slugs.

Hair: Clean out your hair brush, and place handfuls of hair throughout your garden. Birds love to use hair in 
their nests, so it’s a good way to attract more slug predators to your yard. 

Attract Beneficial Bugs: Ground beetles, lightning bug larvae and centipedes all eat slugs. Do everything you 
can to encourage their presence in your garden. 

Avoid Watering at Night: Watering at night is like drawing the slugs a map to your flowers and veggies. Make a 
point of watering early in the day, so the soil and your plants will have a chance to dry off before nightfall.
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May To-Do List
Thank you to Lori Pross for photo of garden helper. 

http://www.bcliving.ca/garden/may-garden-to-do-list 

This web link contains a HUGE amount of monthly to-do information for May. Here is 
much of the article:

Greenhouse: Closely monitor your greenhouse temperatures and air circulation. Temperatures can vary wildly 
from cold at night to boiling hot in mid-afternoon. You can purchase shade cloth to put on the roof, which cuts 
overheating substantially. Tomatoes don’t like to be too hot and get very thirsty as they are growing like crazy. 
Begin bringing plants out of the greenhouse and slowly accustom them to direct light. Do this over a period of 
time, ideally at first giving them an hour of morning sun. They adapt quickly – no sunscreen required.

Herbs: Towards the end of this month, when evening temperatures are warmer, it’s okay to plant basil. Basil is 
native to South Africa and likes it hot and fairly dry. Always use fresh, new sterilized starter mix, seed lightly, 
and hardly water seedlings at all.

It is common for basil seedlings to die from being overwatered. Basil is susceptible to “damping off” – stems rot 
at soil level, plants collapse and cannot be revived. Knowing how much water is too much is an acquired skill. 
Once basil has grown taller and stronger, it can tolerate more water, but never too much, especially if weather 
cools.

If your garden is “sluggy,” you might have better success if you transplant basil seedlings into pots rather than 
into the garden. Use a rich soil mix, or straight SeaSoil in the pots, and incorporate seedlings at 5-6 cm (2-3 in.) 
As basil grows, keep it picked. This encourages branching, and prevents flowering, then going to seed.

Perennial herbs dislike being fertilized with any kind of chemical. They need very little feeding – a handful of 
SeaSoil, a dash of kelp is great. Fertilizers like 20-20-20 can kill young seedlings of herbs like thyme, rosemary, 
lavender, oregano, savory, marjoram – in short order. These herbs have evolved to struggle a bit – so let them. 
If you like, it’s okay to use very small amounts of well-rotted compost (it looks like soil) on them – but not too 
much. Save most of that for your veggies.

Propagation/Seeds: Veggie Planting Table: Start indoors or greenhouse: cucumbers, winter squash, melons 
(these don’t grow well here), all of these members of the Cucurbita family need to be transplanted out before the 
third “true” leaf matures – three to four weeks after planting indoors. This is important, if temperatures are cool. 
Warmer areas, transplant outside: cabbage, cauliflower, artichokes, and fennel. Anything else you have growing 
inside.

Tomatoes – wait until at least the third week in May unless conditions are exceptionally warm. Tomatoes are set 
back if temperatures fall below 50° F (10° C).

Direct seed outdoors: broccoli, corn, parsley, turnips, arugula, carrots, cilantro, kale/collards, kohlrabi, 
scallions, spinach (bolt and heat-resistant varieties), Swiss chard, beets. When (and only when) soil has 
warmed thoroughly – it feels warmish to your hand – direct sow bush/pole beans, zucchini/summer squash, and 
pumpkins. This timetable applies to coastal areas – add two or three weeks more for cooler zones.

Ruth Stout advocated a form of “lasagna gardening” before many of us were born; she felt it was common sense 
not to rototill or dig deeply. She let everything be, adding a bit extra on top every year, and digging only enough 
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to incorporate her plants or seeds. Gardening in this way prevents more and more weed seeds from being 
exposed to the light when you bring them up from 15 cm (6 in.) down, and lets the billions of micro-organisms 
and other creatures work and live undisturbed. 

Food Gardens: Do an Internet search on “lasagna gardening.” Grow some food this year even if it’s just a 
little. Homegrown food tastes very different from what you buy in stores and with little effort you’ll reap great 
rewards. Start small and easy if you are new to food gardening. Grow a few things that you know you’ll eat – 
small-fruited tomatoes, zucchini, a few winter squash, some kale and lettuce, perhaps.

Try growing a patch of strawberries. Feed them with compost tea as often as you can remember. Keep them 
mulched well especially when flowers begin to form – it’s important that soil be evenly moist.

Raspberries should be mulched now, especially in warmer zones. Roots are shallow so keep digging and 
cultivating to a minimum. Too much manure or compost can cause an excess of leafy growth – do not overfeed.

Blueberries may be mulched with shredded bark or other slightly acid mulch. If you have any tree work done by 
professionals, they’re usually happy to chip tree materials for you.

Avoid using cedar for mulching plants – it contains a growth inhibitor. It’s fine, though, for paths around your 
garden. Fir is suitable, as are chippings of deciduous trees, 

Flowers, Bulbs: Direct-sow hardy annuals at the beginning of this month. Thin out annual seedlings you planted 
previously. If handled carefully, you may be able to replant some, or pot them up to give away. Do this in cloudy 
weather or in the evening so the little plants won’t be shocked. Tuck them in, and water gently.

Patio containers: Giant-sized containers don’t need to be filled with soil; most flowers only require 15–20 cm 
(6–8 in.) of soil at the most. Fill the bottom with anything that will fill the space. An upside-down 3 or 5-gallon 
plastic pot will take up lots of room. 

Prune back spring-flowering perennials. Pruning encourages vigour; plants may bloom a second time. 

Remove spent flowers of tulips, daffodils, other bulbs, but be sure to leave the foliage untouched and do not tie 
in knots. This season’s dieback creates bulbs for next year’s growth.

Place ring supports over peonies before they have grown too much – it may be too late depending on your zone 
and how the weather has been. Stems are brittle and snap easily with the weight of the beautiful, blousy fragrant 
flowers…

When hard frost is a thing of the past, plant out summer-blooming lilies and dahlias – if you haven’t already – 
adding a handful of bone meal or bulb food if you are so inclined. “Eyes” (sprouts) of dahlias should be located 
on top. When planting summer bulbs, ensure water flows towards them by leaving a slight dip in the soil above 
the tuber.

Before adding soil it’s a good idea to push in a stake beside each tuber as a marker and sturdy support for the 
plant when it becomes taller. As foliage begins to grow up (similar to potatoes), backfill the hole somewhat, to 
not quite cover leaves.

Slugs love to nibble young dahlia leaves. Some folks report success using copper rings, copper wire, or copper 
tags in the soil around plants – it evidently gives the slugs a little “jolt” when their moist bodies come in contact 
with the copper, and they scram. Spent coffee grounds may also be effective here.

You might want to start dahlias earlier next season, in one-gallon black plastic pots, to get a head start. 
Particularly if you’re growing summer colours – pinks, reds, whites, bi-colours – you might want your dahlias to 
bloom in July and August. Some people prefer them later in fall hues of oranges, golds, and burnished reds.
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QUALICUM BEACH GARDEN CLUB

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING Tuesday, April 9, 2013

The meeting was called to order at 7.30 p.m. with 98 members and 2 guests present. 

The minutes were accepted as distributed 

The financial statement was posted and accepted 

Eevee, the President, announced that the next meeting will be on MAY 14th but in another hall, due to the 
elections. There will be no library. The sign up sheets for the “All About the Garden Sale” are on the table and 
will circulate. There is a new special interest group : GMOs. There is a sign-up sheet on the table. Three special 
interest groups don’t have a co-ordinator : Propagation, Cacti and Succulents, and Seed Saving. 

Kay Howard announced that there will be a new Master Gardener’s course at VIU from September 14th till 
December 7th. There is an information session May 22th at VIU’s Nanaimo Campus. 

Milner Gardens has a “Spring Gardening Celebration” on April 27 and 28: Spring Plant Sale, Master Gardeners 
and rose expert on hand, garden tool sharpening, demonstrations by the Alpine Rock Group and Floral Arts 
Club and on the 27th the “Shred-it” Fundraiser. Sally Dabb has information folders about GMO’s on the table. 

A request for a poster maker for the evening with Linda Chalker-Scott was made. Darlene introduced our 
speaker and member Brian Dodds: “From Lawn to Leisure”. With help of experts and company Brian 
transferred his boring yard from lots of lawn, shrubs and many steps into an outdoor living room with privacy 
but no “view blocking”. Curves and gentle slopes, interesting views and no irrigation, but deep soil and suitable 
plants (including a big palm tree that he moved in the back of a pick-up truck from a garden in Eaglecrest) make 
it an interesting garden now. It took five years of good preparation and hard work (and some tea drinking) to 
create this beautiful outdoor space. 

Linda had twelve entries for Show What You Grow : 

David Rowe : A bonsai weeping birch  
Eevee Jessens : “Children of Spring”: Tete a Tete daffodils, grape hyathints and salal. “Spring Gone Wild” : 
Hyacinths, daffodils, sword fern and Ivy “Glacial Ice.” “Year Long Planter”: Donkey tail spurge (Euphorbia 
myrsinites) and hens and chicks.  
Carol Chilton : Pieris japonica, two varieties of hellebore, magnolia, leopard’s bane and leaves of yarrow and 
choisya.  
Jean Smith : Rhododendron “Taurus”, Camellia japonica “Margaret Davis (?) and Clematis armandii.  
Joanne Hamilton : Rhododendrons : PJM “compacta (grew 4’ in 10 years, blooms early) PJM? (5’ in 10 years, 
blooms early)  
Patti Bee: (2 ‘ in 10 years, blooms early, HS -25 ºc-10 ºc) Lepidotte – small leaf, low growing or dwarfs 
Kathy Claxton: Bishop’s Hat (Epimedium grandiflorum) :”Saturn” – white, “Sulpherum” - yellow, 
“Oranjekoningin” – orange ; Anemone – yellow; Anemonella thalictroides – white and Chrysospeniun – yellow 
ground cover. Virginia bluebells (Mertensia virginica), primula’s, Lonicera purpusii ,“Winter Beauty” (shrub, 
smell), lungwort (Pulmonaria) “Excalibar”, Skimmia “Ruebella”, Epimedium “Sulpherum” – yellow. 
Lorraine Wilson: Snake head Fritilaria (Fritilaria meleagris) and black mondo grass (Ophiopogon planiscapus 
nigrescens). 
Mike Miller: Trillium pusillum from the Tenesse area. Saxifraga sp., Androsace tangulashansis and Draba mollissima. 

Christine Burrough did the draws for the door prizes and raffle.

Louise Cotterill announced that the bus tour is full and there is a waiting list.

The Alpine and Rock Garden Group has a plant sale May 4 at the QB Community Hall as part of the MARS 
Spring Fling.

The meeting was adjourned at 8.50 pm. Maria van den Berg, secretary
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